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REIGATE. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

for  the  year  1939. 


To  the  Chairmen  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health,  and 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committees. 


Ladies  and  Gentdemen, 

I  beg  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1939,  which 
is  drawn  up  on  the  lines  indicated  in  Circular  1961  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health. 

This  report  usually  appears  shortly  after  the  end  of  the  year 
to  which  it  relates,  but  in  1940  the  time  normally  available  for 
the  preparation  of  reports  was  more  than  fully  occupied  by  the 
attention  given  to  Civil  Defence  measures,  Evacuation  and  urgent 
public  health  problems  arising  out  of  the  war.  Moreover,  the 
statistics  furnished  by  the  Registrar-General,  which  are  usually 
issued  in  March,  were  not  received  until  towards  the  end  of  the 
year,  and  the  completion  of  the  report  was,  in  consequence, 
delayed. 


With  a  view  to  economy  in  the  use  of  paper,  the  scope  and 
volume  of  annual  reports  have  been  considerably  curtailed. 
Repetition  of  information  that  has  appeared  in  previous  reports, 
with  the  exception  of  those  items  for  which  full  particulars  are 
requested,  has  been  avoided,  wherever  possible,  and  reference  is 
made  to  the  relevant  section  of  a  previous  report  in  which  the 
information  is  contained.  The  report  now  submitted  is  limited, 
for  practical  purposes,  to  a  brief  record  of  the  work  performed 
by  the  public  health  services,  and  of  important  alterations, 
improvements  and  developments  of  these  services  in  the  year 
under  review. 

The  outstanding  event  of  the  year  was  the  outbreak  of  war 
and  the  reception  in  the  Borough  of  persons  in  the  priority  groups 
evacuated  from  Eondon  and  other  districts.  This  sudden  increase 
in  population,  and  the  extension  of  local  health  services  to  meet  it 
and  other  abnormal  conditions  created  by  the  war,  imposed 
additional  burdens  on  the  Public  Health  Department.  It  is  worthy 
of  special  note,  however,  that  few  of  the  usual  activities  of  the 
Department  were  suspended,  and  that  necessary  extensions  were 
made  without  serious  interruption  of  the  normal  operation  of 
the  services  concerned. 

There  was  no  cause  of  sickness  or  invalidity  that  was  specially 
noteworthy  in  the  area  during  the  year ;  neither  was  there 
evidence,  statistical  or  otherwise,  of  a  lowering  of  the  standard 
of  physique  and  nutrition  of  children  or  adults,  nor  of  any  conditions 
of  occupation  or  environment  that  appeared  to  have  had  a  pre¬ 
judicial  effect  on  health.  The  prevalence  of  the  various  infectious 
diseases  was  appreciably  below  the  average,  even  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  year  when  increase  in  incidence  of  the  commoner 
infectious  ailments  might  reasonably  have  been  expected.  Attention 
should,  however,  be  drawn  to  the  fact  that  the  year  under  review 
includes  only  the  first  four  months  under  war-time  conditions. 
In  this  period  essential  articles  of  food  were  not  strictly  rationed 
and  air  raid  shelters  were  not  used  to  any  great  extent  for  sleeping 
purposes.  The  altered  conditions  in  these  respects  can  scarcely 
fail  to  exert  an  adverse  effect  on  the  health  of  the  community, 
though  this  may  not  be  immediately  apparent. 

The  vital  statistics  compare  very  favourably  with  those  for 
recent  years  and  with  those  for  England  and  Wales,  and  do  not 
indicate  unusual  or  excessive  mortality  from  any  particular  cause. 
The  rates  for  still-births  and  infant  deaths  are  amongst  the 
lowest  recorded,  while  the  mortality  from  tuberculosis  of  the 


respiratory  organs  is  lower  than  any  previously  experienced  in 
the  Borough.  Cancer  and  malignant  disease  figured  much  more 
prominently  as  a  cause  of  death  than  in  recent  years,  though  this 
may  be  explained  by  the  age  constitution  of  the  population  rather 
than  by  actual  increase  in  the  prevalence  of  cancer. 

The  services  provided  under  the  Council’s  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Scheme  operated  very  satisfactorily  during  the  year,  and 
were  extended  to  meet  the  needs  of  children  and  mothers  tempor¬ 
arily  resident  in  the  district.  The  latter  readily  availed  themselves 
of  the  facilities  provided  and  were  most  appreciative  of  the 
assistance  given  to  them.  Attendances  at  the  various  clinics  were 
well  maintained,  except  in  the  months  of  September  and  October 
when  the  fear  of  air  raids  made  many  parents  reluctant  to  leave 
their  homes. 

I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  excellent  and  loyal  service 
rendered  by  every  member  of  my  staff,  particularly  since  the 
outbreak  of  war.  Additional  duties  which  entailed  a  tremendous 
amount  of  work  outside  normal  office  hours  were  cheerfully 
undertaken  and  faithfully  discharged.  The  willing  assistance  thus 
given  to  me  has  contributed  in  no  small  measure  to  any  successful 
results  achieved. 

I  wish  also  to  record  my  indebtedness  to  the  officials  engaged 
in  other  departments  of  the  Corporation  for  their  assistance  and 
co-operation,  and  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  Committees 
for  the  support  and  consideration  extended  to  me  throughout  the 
year. 


I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

T.  H.  BINGHAM, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Reigate. 

6th  March,  1941. 


SECTION  I. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

Area  (Land  and  Inland  Water)  .  .  .  .  .  .  10,255  acres 

Population,  Census  1931  (enlarged  Borough)  .  .  34,547 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of 

{a)  resident  population,  mid-year  1939  .  .  .  .  37,090 

(b)  average  population  appropriate  to  the  calculation 

of  death  rates  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  38,740 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  end  of  1939  according 

to  Rate  Books  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  10,344 

Rateable  Value  (1939)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  £417,035 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  ..  ..  £1,619 


Chief  Occupations  of  the  Inhabitants. 

The  numbers  of  males  and  females  following  certain  occupations, 
as  published  in  the  Industry  Tables  (Census  1931)  are  as  follows 

Maees. 


Transport  and  Communications 

Commerce,  Finance  and  Insurance 

Agriculture 

Metal  Workers 

Builders  and  Bricklayers 

Professional  Occupations 

Workers  in  Wood 

Salesmen  and  Shop  Assistants  . . 

Personal  Service 

Painters  and  Decorators 

Printers  and  Photographers 

Electrical  Apparatus 

Makers  of  Foods 

Textile  Goods  and  Articles  of  Dress 

Females. 

Personal  Service 
Professional  Occupations 
Commerce,  Finance  and  Insurance 
Shop  Assistants 

Textile  Goods  and  Articles  of  Dress 

Metal  Workers 

Printers  and  Photographers 

Makers  of  Foods 

Workers  in  Wood 

Agriculture 


1,299 

1,426 

889 

749 

627 

475 

387 

383 

341 

326 

270 

168 

111 

107 

2,966 

537 

518 

392 

231 

67 

31 

22 

17 

11 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Live  Births  : — 

(B.R.)  Legitimate  .  .  Males  259 

Famales  204  Total 

463 

Illegitimate  .  .  Males  13 

Females 

13  Total 

26 

(I.M.)  Legitimate  .  .  Males  276 

Females  223  Total 

499 

Illegitimate  .  .  Males  13 

Females 

13  Total 

26 

Birth  Rate 

•  • 

•  •  •  • 

13.1 

Do.  1938 

•  • 

•  •  •  • 

13.6 

Do.  for  the  five  years  1934  to  1938 

. . 

12.8 

Still  Births  : — 

Males  .  .  12  Females 

1 

Total  . . 

13 

Rate  per  1,000  total  births 

,  , 

*  •  •  • 

25.9 

Do.  do.  1938 

•  * 

•  •  •  • 

36.5 

Deaths  (nett)  : — 

Males  . .  209  Females 

245 

Total 

454 

Do.  1938 

Males  .  .  174  Females 

241 

Total 

415 

Death  Rate 

#  # 

«  •  •  • 

11.7 

Do.  1938 

•  • 

•  •  •  • 

11.3 

Do.  for  the  five  years  1934  to  1938 

•  •  •  • 

11.7 

Percentage  of  total  deaths  occurring  in  Public  Institutions  . . 

40.3 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  : — 

Deaths. 

Rate  per  1,000  total 
(t live  and  still)  births 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

.  .  1 

1.85 

Other  Puerperal  Causes  .  . 

.  .  1 

1.85 

Total 

.  .  2 

3.71 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  .  .  .  .  .  .  34.2 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  .  .  30.0 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  .  .  115.4 


Deaths  from  : — 

Cancer  (all  ages) 

Measles  (all  ages) 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  .  . 
Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) 


81 

0 

0 

1 
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table  I. 

Birth-Rates,  Death-Rates,  and  Analysis  of  Mortality  during  the  Year  1939. 
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In  the  foregoing  Table  the  death-rate  for  Reigate  is  the  crude 
or  recorded  death-rate,  without  correction  for  the  unfavourable 
age  distribution  of  the  population  of  the  Borough,  and  is  not, 
therefore,  a  valid  measure  for  comparison  with  the  mortality 
experienced  in  any  other  local  area. 

Population. 

The  resident  population  of  the  Borough  at  mid-year  1939,  as 
estimated  by  the  Registrar-General,  was  37,090,  which  represents 
an  increase  of  460  on  the  corresponding  figure  for  the  previous 
year.  Part  of  this  increase  is  attributable  to  migration  and  part 
to  natural  increase,  or  excess  of  live  births  over  deaths.  There 
was  no  abnormal  movement  of  civilian  population  in  the  early 
part  of  the  year  that  would  seriously  affect  the  gain  by  migration. 
The  natural  increase  of  population  in  the  calendar  year  was  35, 
as  compared  with  86,  28  and  34  in  the  years  1938,  1937  and  1936 
respectively. 

The  population  gain  by  migration  was  very  greatly  increased 
by  the  exceptionally  large  movement  of  civilian  population  in 
the  early  part  of  September.  The  assignment  of  cases  of  notifiable 
infectious  disease  and  deaths  amongst  persons  temporarily  resident 
in  the  Borough  on  account  of  the  war  to  the  area  of  temporary 
residence,  made  it  necessary  to  compute  an  amended  population 
figure  appropriate  for  the  calculation  of  death  and  infectious  disease 
incidence  rates.  This  figure  may  be  regarded  as  representing  the 
average  population  of  the  area  for  the  whole  of  the  year. 

Particulars  of  the  density,  marital  condition  and  proportions 
of  the  sex  and  age  group  components  of  the  population  of  the 
Borough,  as  revealed  at  the  last  Census,  are  set  out  in  the  Annual 
Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1933. 

Births. 

The  live  births  assigned  to  the  area,  after  correction  for  inward 
and  outward  transfers,  were  489,  of  which  272  were  of  males  and 
217  of  females.  Illegitimate  births  formed  5.3  per  cent,  of  the 
total,  as  compared  with  4.5,  5.0  and  4.4  in  the  years  1938,  1937 
and  1936  respectively. 

The  birth  rate  for  the  year  was  13.1  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
resident  population.  This  rate,  though  somewhat  lower  than  that 
recorded  in  1938,  is  appreciably  above  the  average  for  recent  years. 
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IHor  the  purposes  of  calculating  infant  and  maternal  mortality 
rates,  the  Registrar-weneral  has  supplied  an  amended  set  of  birth 
figures,  which  include  live  births  during  the  fourth  quarter  of  the 
year  to  women  temporarily  resident  in  the  Borough. 

Deaths. 

Deaths  of  non-residents  are  normally  assigned  to  the  area  of 
permanent  residence.  In  view  of  the  changes  brought  about  by 
the  war,  however,  deaths  in  the  fourth  quarter  of  the  year  of 
persons  temporarily  living  away  from  home  on  account  of  the  war, 
including  those  in  institutions,  are  assigned  to  the  area  of  temporary 
residence.  Non-civilian  deaths  registered  after  3rd  September, 
1939,  are  not  included  in  local  statistics. 

The  deaths  accredited  to  the  Borough  for  the  calendar  year, 
on  the  basis  of  assignment  explained  above,  were  454,  of  which 
209  were  of  males  and  24o  of  females.  The  numbers  of  deaths 
of  each  sex  in  the  various  age  groups  were  as  follows  : — 


Age  period. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total 

0-5  years 

11 

10 

21 

5-10 

y  y  •  • 

6 

.  #  — 

6 

10-15 

yy  •  * 

1 

1 

2 

15-20 

y  y  •  • 

3 

3 

6 

20-30 

yy  •  • 

5 

7 

12 

30-40 

y  y  •  • 

9 

6 

15 

40-50 

yy  •  • 

8 

9 

17 

50-60 

yy  •  • 

20 

26 

46 

60-70 

yy  •  • 

44 

38 

.  82 

70-80 

yy  •  • 

59 

72 

131 

80-90 

yy  •  • 

40 

59 

99 

90  and  upwards 

3 

14 

17 

209  245  454 

The  crude  death  rate  for  the  year  was  11.7  which,  though 
slightly  above  that  of  the  previous  year,  coincides  with  the  average 
rate  for  the  ten  years  1928  to  1937.  This  rate  is  calculated  on 
the  estimated  population,  without  correction  for  any  unusual 
age  or  sex  distribution  which  would  influence  the  mortality 
experienced  in  the  area,  and  so  fails  as  a  true  comparative  mortality 
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index.  The  application  to  the  crude  rate  of  an  Areal  Compar¬ 
ability  Factor  produces  an  “  adjusted  ”  death-rate,  which  is 
comparable  with  the  crude  death-rate  for  the  country  as  a  whole, 
or  with  the  similarly  adjusted  death-rate  for  any  other  area. 
The  factor  applies  to  the  crude  rate  for  “  All  Causes  ”  only  and 
not  to  individual  cause  rates.  The  adjusted  death-rate  for  the 
Borough  was  9.7  per  1,000  population,  as  against  12.1  for  England 
and  Wales,  and  11.2  for  towns  comparable  in  size  with  Reigate. 

The  chief  cause  of  death  was  disease  of  the  heart  and  circulatory 
system,  to  which  were  attributed  158  deaths,  or  roughly  one-third 
of  the  total  deaths  from  all  causes. 

Deaths  from  cancer  and  malignant  disease  formed  the  second 
largest  group  and  accounted  for  17.8  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths. 
The  mortality  from  this  cause  was  equivalent  to  a  rate  of  2.09 
per  thousand  population,  which  greatly  exceeds  any  previously 
recorded  in  the  Borough. 

The  numbers  of  deaths  assigned  to  infectious  disease  and  non- 
tuberculous  affections  of  the  respiratory  organs  are  appreciably 
below  the  average  for  recent  years,  and,  in  some  instances,  create 
new  low  records.  The  numbers  of  deaths  from  other  causes 
correspond  roughly  with  those  recorded  in  previous  years,  and  are 
set  out  in  Table  II. 
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TABLE  II. 


Causes  of  Death  in  the  Borough  of  Reigate  during  1939. 


M. 

F. 

Totap. 

1  Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers 

2  Measles 

3  Scarlet  fever 

4  Whooping  cough 

5  Diphtheria  .  . 

2 

1 

3 

6  Influenza 

4 

7 

11 

7  Encephalitis  lethargica 

8  Cerebro-spinal  Fever  .  . 

9  Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

5 

2 

7 

10  Other  tuberculous  diseases 

3 

1 

4 

11  Syphilis 

1 

1 

12  General  paralysis  of  the  insane,  tabes 

dorsalis . . 

13  Cancer,  malignant  disease 

40 

41 

81 

14  Diabetes 

4 

4 

15  Cerebral  haemorrhage,  & c. 

14 

26 

40 

16  Heart  disease 

60 

66 

126 

17  Aneurysm  ,  . 

1 

3 

4 

18  Other  circulatory  diseases 

11 

17 

28 

19  Bronchitis  .  . 

5 

5 

10 

20  Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

6 

4 

10 

21  Other  respiratory  diseases 

1 

2 

3 

22  Peptic  ulcer 

3 

3 

23  Diarrhoea,  &c.  (under  2  years) .  . 

1 

1 

24  Appendicitis 

1 

2 

3 

25  Cirrhosis  of  liver 

26  Other  diseases  of  liver,  &c. 

2 

2 

27  Other  digestive  diseases 

2 

1 

3 

28  Acute  and  chronic  nephritis 

7 

4 

11 

29  Puerperal  sepsis 

1 

1 

30  Other  puerperal  causes 

1 

1 

31  Congenital  debility,  premature  birth, 

malformation,  &c. 

10 

8 

18 

32  Senility 

7 

15 

22 

33  Suicide 

2 

1 

3 

34  Other  violence 

•  •  •  •  • 

8 

9 

17 

35  Other  defined  diseases 

16 

21 

37 

36  Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

Special  Causes  (included  in  No.  35  above)  : _ 

\ 

Small-pox 

Poliomyelitis 

..  [ 

Polioencephalitis 

•  • 

•  • 

..  i 

- - - 

209 

245 

454 
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Infant  Mortality. 

Eighteen  infants  (II  males  and  7  females)  died  before  reaching 
the  age  of  one  year.  With  the  exception  of  two  who  died  from 
broncho-pneumonia  at  the  ages  of  two  and  three  months  respect¬ 
ively,  none  survived  the  first  week  after  birth.  Nine  of  the  deaths 
were  attributed  to  prematurity  and  seven  to  congenital  malform¬ 
ation  and  initial  debility. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  for  the  year  was  34  per  thousand 
live  births.  This  is  the  second  lowest  rate  recorded  in  the  Borough 
and  is  very  much  lower  than  that  for  England  and  Wales  (50) 
and  for  towns  comparable  in  size  with  Reigate  (40). 


SECTION  II. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  of  HEALTH  SERVICES  for  the  AREA. 
Staff. 

Full  particulars  of  the  Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Borough 
Council  are  given  in  the  list  incorporated  at  the  beginning  of  this 
report,  including  in  each  case  information  as  to  their  special 
diplomas  and  certificates  of  qualificaton. 

On  the  outbreak  of  war,  application  was  made  to  the  appro¬ 
priate  evacuating  authorities  for  the  transfer  to  this  area  of  the 
necessary  medical,  dental  and  nursing  staff  to  give  attention  to 
mothers  and  infants  evacuated  to  the  Borough  under  the  Govern¬ 
ment  Scheme. 

The  evacuating  authorities  were  unable  to  afford  any  assistance, 
as  many  of  their  Medical  and  Dental  Officers  and  Plealth  Visitors, 
who  were  not  already  engaged  in  other  reception  areas,  had  been 
allocated  for  duties  connected  with  air  raid  precautions. 

An  approach  was,  therefore,  made  to  the  Ministry  of  Health, 
who  sanctioned  the  temporary  appointment  of  a  part-time  Medical 
Officer  and  a  whole-time  Health  Visitor  to  augment  the  existing 
staff.  These  Officers  took  up  their  duties  before  the  end  of  the 
year. 

Laboratory  Facilities  :  Ambulance  Facilities  :  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

The  services  provided  under  these  headings  have  not  been 
altered  and  are  fully  described  in  previous  reports. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

The  clinic  services  provided  in  the  area  operated  more  or  less 
normally  until  the  beginning  of  September,  when  the  population 
of  the  Borough  was  substantially  increased  by  the  reception  of 
persons  evacuated  from  London  and  other  districts. 
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The  medical  and  other  facilities  of  the  local  health  services 
were  immediately  placed  at  the  disposal  of  evacuated  persons  and 
were  re-organised  and  expanded  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  increased 
population.  Additional  sessions  were  arranged  at  school  medical 
and  maternity  and  child  welfare  clinics,  and  facilities  for  artificial 
immunisation  against  diphtheria  were  provided  at  several  of  the 
schools  to  supplement  those  already  in  existence  at  the  Council’s 
clinics. 

Hospitals  :  Public  and  Voluntary. 

The  Borough  Council  has  made  arrangements  for  the  admission 
of  patients  to  the  Reigate  Joint  Isolation  Hospital  and  to  the 
East  Surrey  Hospital.  Persons  suffering  from  certain  infectious 
diseases  are  admitted  to  the  former,  and  abnormal  or  complicated 
maternity  cases  are  admitted  to  the  latter  on  the  recommendation 
of  the  Borough  Obstetric  Consultant.  There  is  no  development 
or  change  to  record  in  the  services  provided  by  these  hospitals 
during  the  year. 

Maternity  Services. 

The  provision  made  under  the  local  maternity  and  child  welfare 
scheme  for  ante-natal  and  post-natal  examination,  dental  treatment, 
health  visiting,  supply  or  extra  nourishment  to  patients  requiring 
it  on  medical  grounds,  and  other  welfare  facilities  was  extended 
to  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  sent  into  the  district  under  the 
Government  Scheme. 

Evacuated  expectant  mothers  in  the  last  month  of  pregnancy 
were  accommodated  in  a  hostel,  under  the  care  of  a  trained 
midwife,  pending  their  admission  to  a  hospital  or  emergency 
maternity  home  for  confinement.  On  their  discharge  from  the 
hospital  or  maternity  home,  many  of  these  mothers  returned  to 
the  hostel  with  their  infants  and  remained  until  suitable  billets 
could  be  found  for  them. 

Institutional  Provision  for  Mothers  or  Children. 

The  only  extensions  of  the  arrangements  made  under  this 
heading  were  the  reservation  of  accommodation  in  maternity  homes 
and  hospitals  for  evacuated  expectant  mothers  and  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  hostels  for  the  reception  of  mothers  and  children  who, 
for  one  reason  or  another,  were  unacceptable  in  private  billets. 

Health  Visitors  :  Child  Life  Protection  :  Dental  Treatment  : 
Orthopaedic  Treatment. 

There  has  been  no  important  development  or  change  in  the 
services  provided  under  these  headings. 
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SECTION  III. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water. 

No  new  source  of  water  supply  was  brought  into  use  during 
the  year  and  there  was  no  important  extension  of  water  mains, 
other  than  that  necessitated  by  building  development. 

The  whole  of  the  Borough  is  supplied  by  the  East  Surrey 
Water  Company.  The  water  is  derived  from  deep  borings  in  the 
chalk  and  is  softened,  chlorinated,  and  de-chlorinated  before 
distribution  to  consumers. 

The  supply  was  adequate  in  quantity  throughout  the  year, 
the  average  daily  consumption  per  head  of  population  being  about 
thirty  gallons  ;  the  quality  of  the  water  was  invariably  reported 


to  be  excellent,  and  of  a  high  degree  of  organic  and  bacterial  purity. 
The  following  report  is  typical  of  those  received  during  the  year  : — 

Chemical  Results  in  Parts  per  1C0SO0O. 

Appearance 

Clear  and  Bright 

Colour 

•  • 

Normal 

Odour  and  Taste 

•  • 

Normal 

Reaction  pH 

Neutral  :  7.6 

Free  Carbonic  Acid 

#  . 

0.44 

Electrical  Conductivity  at  20  deg.  C. 

•  • 

220 

Total  Solids,  180  deg.  C. 

•  • 

14.5 

Chlorine  as  chlorides 

•  « 

1.5 

Nitrogen  as  nitrates 

•  • 

0.54 

Nitrites 

•  • 

Absent 

Hardness  :  Permanent 

•  • 

4.5 

Temporary 

•  • 

3.5 

Total 

•  • 

8.0 

Metals 

Iron 

:  0.003 

Free  Ammonia 

•  • 

0.0000 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen 

•  • 

Nil 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

•  • 

0.0000 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen 

•  • 

Nil 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hours  at  80  deg.  F.  .  . 

•  • 

0.000 

Bacteriological  Results. 

Number  of  Bacteria  per  c.c.  or  m.l. 

On  Agar  in  3  days  at  20  deg.  C. 

«  • 

2 

1  day  at  37  deg.  C. 

«  • 

0 

2  days  at  37  deg.  C. 

•  • 

2 

The  Bacillus  Coli  .  .  .  .  .  .  Absent  in  100  c.cs. 

Bacillus  Welchii  .  .  . .  .  .  ,,  ,,  100  c.cs. 


(B.  Enteritidis  Sporogenes) 
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Beport. 

“  This  is  a  very  satisfactory  sample.  The  water  is  clear 
ana  bright  in  appearance,  of  normal  colour,  neutral  in  reaction, 
and  free  from  metals,  with  the  exception  of  a  negligible  trace 
of  iron. 

It  has  very  moderate  hardness,  contains  no  excess  of 
saline  or  mineral  matter  in  solution  and  is  of  first-class 
organic  and  bacterial  purity. 

there  re.  ults  indicate  a  pure  and  wholesome  water, 
suitable  for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes.” 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

Particulars  of  important  extensions  of  sewerage,  and  of 
progress  made  in  improving  the  character  and  sufficiency  of  the 
arrangements  for  drainage,  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  in  the 
area  during  the  year  are  briefly  as  follows 

(a)  Kxten  ion  of  foul  and  surface  water  sewers  to  provide  for 
new  building  development  in  Heston  Road,  Feltham  Road 
and  Fairhaven  Road. 

(b)  Construction  of  a  reinforced  concrete  culvert  across  Frenches 
Road  to  afford  adequate  outlet  for  surface  water  from  the 
Battlebridge  Estate. 

(c)  Re-construction  of  the  section  of  the  main  outfall  sewer 
between  Hooley  Fane  and  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works. 

Work  under  the  contract  for  re-lining  the  main  outfall  sewer 
in  the  Redliill  district  was  almost  completed  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
The  method  of  lining  is  reported  to  be  very  effective,  and  consists 
of  the  insertion  into  the  brick  barrel  culvert  of  specially  pre-cast 
sections  constructed  of  '  Gunite  ’  cement  grouting  reinforced  with 
steel  fabric. 

A  comprehensive  scheme  for  the  reconstruction  of  the  surface 
water  sewerage  system  in  the  centre  of  Redliill  to  reduce  pressure 
on  the  foul  sewers,  and  so  lessen  the  danger  of  flooding,  was  not 
proceeded  with  because  of  the  war.  For  the  same  reason  it  was 
decided  to  postpone  the  construction  of  a  new  surface  water  sewer 
in  the  Merstham  district. 

Eleven  houses,  which  had  previously  relied  on  cesspool 
drainage,  were  connected  to  the  public  sewer,  resulting  in  the 
abolition  of  seven  cesspools. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

The  streams  and  surface  water-courses  in  the  area  were 
inspected  regularly  during  the  year,  and  appropriate  action  was 
taken  to  deal  with  any  obstruction  or  pollution  discovered. 
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Closet  Accommodation. 

Two  houses  with  closets  on  the  conservancy  system  were 
converted  to  the  water-carriage  system  and  connected  to  a  cesspool. 

Two  latrines  of  primitive  type  on  Karlswood  Common  were 
removed  during  the  year  and  replaced  by  two  public  conveniences 
connected  to  the  main  sewerage  system. 

Public  Cleansing. 

There  has  been  no  important  extension  or  improvement  in 
the  arrangements  for  refuse  collection  and  disposal,  which  have 
been  fully  described  in  previous  reports. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

A  classified  statement  of  the  number  of  premises  visited, 
the  defects  or  nuisances  discovered,  and  the  action  and  result 
of  action  taken  in  regard  to  these  will  be  found  in  the  report  of  the 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Shops. 

Inspections  for  the  purposes  of  the  Shops  Act,  1934,  were 
continued  during  the  year.  Particulars  of  action  taken  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Act  relating  to  ventilation  and  temperature 
of  shops  and  to  sanitary  conveniences  will  be  found  in  the  report 
of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Camping  Sites. 

No  licences  were  issued  by  the  L,ocal  Authority  under  Section 
269  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

Smoke  Abatement. 

No  complaint  of  smoke  nuisance  was  received. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

Three  swimming  baths  in  the  area  are  open  to  the  public. 
Two  are  covered  baths  owned  and  controlled  by  the  Corporation  ; 
the  third  is  a  privately  owned  open  pool  to  which  the  public  are 
admitted  on  payment. 

The  necessary  plant  has  been  installed  at  all  three  baths  to 
ensure  cleanliness  and  purity  of  the  water.  Samples  examined 
during  the  year  were  reported  to  contain  no  excess  of  free  chlorine 
or  of  saline  or  mineral  matter  in  solution,  and  to  be  of  satisfactory 
organic  and  bacterial  quality. 
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Eradication  o!  Bed  Bugs. 

The  disinfestation  of  verminous  premises  is  carried  out  by 
the  Disinfecting  Officer,  under  the  supervision  of  the  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector.  The  methods  employed  include  the  application  of 
liquid  and  gaseous  insecticides  to  exposed  surfaces  after  skirtings, 
picture  mouldings  and  architraves  have  been  loosened  and  walls, 
where  necessary,  have  been  stripped.  The  insecticides  are 
practically  non-toxic  to  hmnan  beings  and  have  given  very 
satisfactory  results.  Premises  which  have  been  disinfested  are 
inspected  at  regular  intervals  in  order  that  any  recurrence  may 
be  promptly  detected. 

When  Council  houses  become  vacant  they  are  visited  by  the 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  takes  any  action  necessary  to 
render  them  free  from  vermin.  The  premises  occupied  by 
prospective  tenants  are  also  visited,  and  furniture,  bedding,  etc., 
which  is  thought  to  be  verminous  is  steam  disinfected  or  thoroughly 
cleansed  and  sprayed  before  removal  to  a  Council  house. 

Particulars  of  Council  and  other  houses  found  to  be  infested 
and  dealt  with  during  the  year  are  set  out  in  the  report  of  the 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Schools. 

The  surroundings  and  sanitary  condition  of  public  elementary 
schools  in  the  area  may  be  regarded  as  generally  satisfactory.  The 
public  water  supply  is  available  for  washing  and  drinking  purposes 
at  all  schools,  wash  basins  are  provided  in  accordance  with 
recognised  requirements  and  hygienic  drinking  fountains  of 
approved  pattern  have  been  installed  in  several  departments. 

The  sanitary  conveniences  are  on  the  water-carriage  system 
and  are  suitable  in  type,  sufficient  in  number  and  generally 
satisfactory  as  regards  condition  and  cleanliness.  The  heating, 
lighting  and  ventilation  of  classrooms  and  cloakrooms  are,  on  the 
whole,  adequate,  and  at  most  schools  there  are  facilities  for 
warming  food  brought  by  the  children  and  for  drying  wet  boots 
and  clothing. 

These  remarks  do  not  apply  to  halls  and  other  buildings 
acquired  temporarily  for  school  purposes  and  used  alternately  by 
local  and  evacuated  scholars.  The  general  amenities  and  hygienic 
conditions  of  most  of  these  premises  fall  short  of  the  minimum 
required  in  a  school  building  of  modern  type.  The  defects  present 
are  not,  however,  so  serious  as  to  exert  any  adverse  effect  on  the 
health  of  the  children. 


20 


Children  who  are  suffering  from  infectious  or  contagious 
disease  and,  in  certain  cases,  children  living  in  houses  in  which 
cases  of  these  diseases  have  occurred,  are  excluded  from  school 
for  the  periods  recommended  in  the  joint  memorandum  issued  in 
1927  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  Board  of  Education.  School 
closure  to  prevent  the  spread  of  infectious  disease  was  not  thought 
to  be  indicated  during  the  year. 

Disinfection  and  cleansing  of  school  premises  are  undertaken 
when  children  suffering  from  infectious  disease  have  been  in 
attendance,  and  when  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  risk  of 
infection  is  likely  to  be  reduced  by  this  means. 


SECTION  IV. 

HOUSING. 

The  statistical  particulars  relating  to  housing  in  the  area  are 
set  out  below.  The  total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 
for  all  purposes  was  312,  of  which  182  were  recorded  under  the 
Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  and  1932. 

Thirty-five  of  the  houses  inspected  were  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation.  Thirty-one  of  there  were  included  in  a  group  of  houses 
at  Redhill,  which  it  was  proposed  to  represent  to  the  Council  as 
a  Clearance  Area.  Preliminary  enquiries  as  to  perrons  interested 
in  the  properties  were  begun,  but  further  action  was  suspended 
on  the  outbreak  of  war.  Informal  action  was  taken  in  respect 
of  three  houses,  one  of  which  was  closed  by  the  owner  pending 
approved  reconditioning,  and  two  were  rendered  fit  by  extensive 
alteration  and  repair. 

Two  farm  cottages  were  reconditioned  with  the  assistance  of 
a  grant  under  the  Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Act. 

Twenty-seven  houses  were  demolished  during  the  year. 
Twenty- two  of  these  were  comprised  in  the  Jolliffe  Row  and 
Jolliffe  Yard  Cottages  Clearance  Orders,  reported  in  1937,  the 
persons  displaced  being  re-housed  in  the  Wood  Street  housing 
estate,  Bletchingley  Road,  Merstham.  Three  houses  were  demo¬ 
lished  in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  made  in  1938  and  two 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  during  the  same  period. 

Two  dwellings  were  represented  to  the  Counci  as  unfit  for 
human  habitation  and  incapable  of  being  rendered  so  fit  at  a 
reasonable  expense  ;  these  were  : — 
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(1)  34,  Nutley  Lane,  Reigate. 

(2)  Lower  Flat,  19,  Hatchlands  Road,  Redhill. 

The  first  was  closed  by  the  owner,  who  gave  an  undertaking  to 
the  Council  that  the  premises  would  not  in  future  be  used  for 
human  habitation.  In  the  second  case  a  Closing  Order  was  made 
in  accordance  with  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

One  hundred  and  ninety-three  houses,  which  were  not  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation,  were  rendered  fit 
before  the  end  of  the  year  in  consequence  of  informal  action. 

The  population  of  the  Borough  was  considerably  increased  by 
the  reception  of  official  and  unofficial  evacuees  from  other 
districts.  Contrary  to  expectation,  this  did  not  appear  to  lead 
to  an  increase  in  overcrowding,  as  the  number  of  dwelling-houses 
known  to  the  Public  Health  Department  to  be  overcrowded  at 
the  end  of  the  year  was  very  much  smaller  than  in  1938.  It  is 
possible,  however,  that  some  few  cases  of  overcrowding  escaped 
detection,  but  the  number  of  such  cases  would  be  too  small  to 
account  for  the  improvement  observed.  It  is  noteworthy  that  no 
dwelling-house  again  became  overcrowded  after  steps  had  been 
taken  by  the  local  authority  for  abatement. 

Under  Section  62  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  10  applications 
were  made  by  landlords  for  the  number  of  persons  constituting 
the  permitted  number  in  relation  to  32  houses.  Information 
obtainable  from  the  Valuation  Department  and  from  housing 
inspection  records  was  made  use  of,  wherever  possible,  in 
computing  the  permitted  number.  Measurement  of  rooms,  where 
necessary,  was  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors,  who  dealt  with 
8  dwelling-houses.  Nine  certificates,  with  information  relating  to 
22  houses,  were  supplied  to  owners  by  the  Borough  Council. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS. 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  (a) 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  (b) 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub¬ 

head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations, 

1925  and  1932  .  .  .  .  .  .  (a) 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  (b) 

22 


312 

1,484 


182 

1,059 


(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  35 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 
to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in 

all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  .  .  171 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 

Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the'  local  authority 
or  their  officers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  193 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

{a)  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  .  .  .  .  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  .  .  Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  .  .  Nil 

(c)  Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  .  .  .  .  2 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur¬ 
suance  of  Demolition  Orders  .  .  .  .  3 

(d)  Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  Nil 
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4.  Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  IV.  Overcrowding. 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 


of  the  year  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  .  .  .  .  3 

(in)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  .  .  29 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 

the  year  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  3 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  9 


(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  .  .  75 

(d)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  again  became  over¬ 
crowded  after  the  local  authority  had  taken  steps  for 
the  abatement  of  overcrowding  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 


SECTION  V. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk  Supply. 

Particulars  of  the  number  of  persons  registered  as  cow- 
keepers,  dairymen  and  retail  purveyors  of  milk,  and  of  alterations 
made  in  the  Registers  during  the  year  are  set  out  in  the  report 
of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Tuberculin  tested  milk  is  produced  at  two  farms  in  the  Borough, 
the  second  licence  being  granted  during  the  year  to  a  cowkeeper 
previously  licensed  to  produce  Accredited  milk. 

Accredited  milk  is  produced  at  nine  farms,  an  additional 
licence  being  granted  in  1939.  Samples  of  milk  were  taken  at 
these  farms  at  frequent  intervals  by  officers  of  the  County  Council, 
and,  with  one  exception,  were  reported  to  be  satisfactory. 

Veterinary  Inspectors  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  reported 
the  action  taken  by  them  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order  of  1938 
in  relation  to  8  cows  in  the  Borough. 

The  procedure  followed  in  the  sampling  of  milk  is  in  all  respects 
similar  to  that  described  in  previous  reports.  Ninety-seven  samples 
(including  fourteen  of  Pasteurised  milk)  were  submitted  to  bacterio¬ 
logical  and  biological  examination,  with  the  results  set  out  in 
Table  III. 
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table  III. 

RESULTS  OF  BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  MILK. 

1.  Methylene  Blue  Reduction  Test,  etc. 


( a )  Untreated  Milk. 


No.  of 
Samples. 

Methylene  Blue  Test. 

Coliform  Test. 

Within 
ited  SU 

Accred- 

indard. 

Satis¬ 

factory. 

Unsatis¬ 

factory. 

Satis¬ 

factory. 

Unsatis¬ 

factory. 

No. 

°/ 

/o 

83 

72 

11 

66 

17 

63 

75.9 

(b)  Pasteurised  Milk. 

Below  100,000 
bacteria  per 
millilitre. 

More  than  100,000 
bacteria  per 
millilitre. 

Phosphatase  Test 

No.  of 
Samples. 

Satis¬ 

factory. 

Unsatis¬ 

factory. 

B .  Coli  -f- 

B.  Coli  — 

B.  Coli  + 

B.  Coli  — 

14 

2 

12 

— 

— 

11 

3 

2.  Biological  Examination. 


No.  of 
Samples . 

Tubercle  Baccili  + 

%  Tubercle  Bacilli  -f- 

82 

7 

8.54 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Orders,  1988  and  1988. 

Licences,  as  under,  for  the  sale  of  designated  milk  were  granted 


to  7  retailers  in  the  area  : — 

Tuberculin  Tested  .  .  .  .  ,  .  6 

Tuberculin  Tested — bottling  licence  .  .  1 

Accredited  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Accredited — bottling  licence  .  .  .  .  2 

Pasteuriser’s  licence  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Pasteurised  (Supplementary)  .  .  .  .  1 


Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

The  action  taken  mider  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations, 
1924,  is  described  in  the  Report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector, 
which  also  includes  an  account  of  unsound  food  destroyed,  and 
particulars  of  inspections  of  premises  where  food  is  prepared. 

Adulteration,  Etc. 

No  special  action  was  necessary  under  the  Artificial  Cream 
Act,  1929,  the  Public  Health  (Dried  Milk)  Regulations,  1923  and 
1927,  nor  under  the  Public  Health  (Condensed  Milk)  Regulations, 

1923  and  1927. 
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All  articles  submitted  to  the  Analyst  were  examined  for  the 
presence  of  preservatives  in  accordance  with  the  Public  Health 
(Preservatives,  etc.  in  Pood)  Regulations,  1925  to  1939,  but  no 
infringement  of  the  Regulations  was  reported. 

The  action  taken  under  the  Pood  and  Drugs  (Adulteration) 
Act,  1928,  and  the  Pood  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  is  described  in  the 
Report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Food, 

Samples  for  chemical  analysis  are  sent  to  the  Council’s  Analyst, 
Mr.  E.  Hinks,  B.Sc.,  F.I.C.,  and  samples  of  milk  for  bacteriological 
examination  to  the  Clinical  Research  Association,  Limited. 
Bacteriological  examination  of  other  kinds  of  food  was  not  called 
for  during  the  year.  * 

Shell-fish  (Molhisean). 

There  are  no  shell-fish  beds  or  layings  in  the  district.  The 
shell-fish  on  sale  locally  are  obtained  from  the  London  markets, 
so  that  no  information  is  available  as  to  the  layings  from  which 
the  shell-fish  are  derived. 

No  action  was  taken  under  the  Public  Health  (Shell-fish) 
Regulations,  1934,  nor  under  the  Public  Health  (Cleansing  of 
Shell-fish)  Act,  1932. 


SECTION  VI. 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

Provision  of  Isolation  Hospital  Accommodation. 

A  scheme  for  the  provision  of  hospital  accommodation  for 
infectious  diseases  was  formulated  under  Section  63  of  the  Local 
Government  Act,  1929.  This  scheme  proposed  an  amalgamation 
of  five  sanitary  districts,  including  the  Borough  of  Reigate,  for 
isolation  hospital  purposes.  The  Ministry  of  Health  failed  to 
confirm  the  scheme  as  submitted,  but  made  an  order  for  the 
inclusion  of  the  Urban  District  of  Dorking  in  the  area  to  be  served 
by  the  Reigate  Joint  Hospital  Board.  At  a  meeting  in  July,  1938, 
representatives  of  the  Dorking  Urban  District  Council  opposed 
the  formation  of  a  Joint  Board  to  administer  the  isolation  hospitals 
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in  the  area,  except  on  certain  conditions  which  they  agreed  to 
submit  to  a  further  meeting  of  the  Authorities  concerned.  There 
has  been  no  further  development  in  the  matter. 

In  March,  1939,  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health  of  Reigate 
and  neighbouring  reception  areas  in  Surrey,  Kent  and  Sussex, 
met  at  Reigate  to  consider  to  what  extent  the  provision  made 
in  their  respective  areas  for  the  isolation  and  treatment  of  infectious 
diseases  would  be  affected  by  the  proposals  outlined  in  the 
Government  Evacuation  Scheme. 

It  was  agreed  that  a  substantial  increase  in  the  child  population 
of  reception  areas,  the  sudden  mingling  of  children  from  urban 
and  rural  districts,  with  widely  differing  degrees  of  immunity  or 
susceptibility  to  the  commoner  infections,  and  a  probable  lowering 
of  existing  standards  of  hygiene  in  many  homes  and  schools  as 
a  result  of  overcrowding  would  inevitably  lead  to  an  increase 
in  the  incidence  of  infectious  disease. 

It  was  also  agreed  that  the  available  hospital  accommodation 
for  the  isolation  of  the  infectious  sick  would  be  insufficient  to 
satisfy  the  demands  likely  to  be  made  upon  it.  It  was  anticipated 
that  these  demands  would  be  heavy  and  disproportionate  to  the 
actual  increase  in  population,  as  many  mild  and  uncomplicated 
cases  of  the  less  serious  diseases,  which  would  normally  be  treated 
at  home,  could  not  be  dealt  with  satisfactorily  in  billets  and  would 
probably  be  recommended  for  admission  to  hospital. 

The  provision  of  additional  emergency  accommodation  by 
way  of  temporary  buildings  specially  constructed  for  the  purpose 
was  not  thought  to  be  practicable,  having  regard  to  the  possible 
demands  of  urgent  government  work  on  the  building  trade  in  war 
time.  The  adaptation  and  equipment  of  empty  houses  of  suitable 
size,  to  be  administered  as  annexes  to  the  isolation  hospitals, 
suggested  itself  as  a  possible  alternative  to  extra  building,  though 
the  difficulties  inherent  in  such  an  arrangement  were  fully 
recognised. 

After  careful  consideration  of  all  the  possibilities,  the  Medical 
Officers  of  Health  were  of  opinion  that,  if  the  maximum  use  were 
made  of  the  existing  hospital  accommodation  for  infectious 
diseases,  the  need  for  the  construction  of  acquisition  of  additional 
buildings  could  be  obviated.  To  ensure  that  available  resources 
would  be  used  to  the  best  advantage  it  would  be  necessary  to 
pool  the  hospital  beds  in  the  combined  area  and,  on  occasion, 
to  reserve  each  hospital  for  cases  of  one  disease  only.  The  County 
Medical  Officer  was  asked  if,  in  the  event  of  such  a  pool  being 
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formed,  he  would  agree  to  collect  and  distribute  particulars  of 
vacant  beds  in  isolation  hospitals  in  this  part  of  Surrey  and  in 
the  adjoining  portions  of  Sussex,  Kent  and  Hampshire.  Provisional 
arrangements  were  made  whereby  hospital  authorities  in  the 
districts  represented  could  afford  each  other  full  mutual  assistance 
and  which  could,  with  the  approval  of  the  Authorities  concerned, 
be  put  into  operation  at  short  notice  should  the  need  arise. 

In  considering  the  need  for  additional  isolation  hospital 
accommodation,  the  importance  of  preventive  measures  in  relation 
to  the  commoner  infections  of  childhood  was  not  overlooked. 
Medical  Officers  of  Health  of  evacuating  authorities  were  approached 
through  the  appropriate  channel  and  were  urged  to  proceed 
immediately  with  the  artificial  immunisation  against  diphtheria  of 
all  children  likely  to  be  sent  to  reception  areas.  It  would  not 
appear  that  this  recommendation  received  the  attention  it  deserved 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  question  of  providing  additional 
hospital  accommodation  for  infectious  diseases  was  formally 
considered  in  the  light  of  the  suggestions  contained  in  Circular 
1882  of  the  Ministry  of  Health.  The  provisional  arrangements 
already  agreed  upon  by  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health  were 
submitted  to,  and  approved  by,  their  respective  Councils  and 
referred  to  the  isolation  hospital  Authorities  concerned.  The 
Medical  Officers  of  Health  of  the  Reigate  Borough  and  Dorking 
Urban  District  Councils  attended  a  meeting  of  the  Reigate  Joint 
Hospital  Board  when  these  arrangements  were  discussed,  and  were 
given  authority  to  bring  them  into  operation  as  and  when  they 
thought  fit. 


Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases. 

The  action  taken  on  receipt  of  a  notification  that  a  person  is 
suffering  from  an  infectious  disease  is  fully  described  in  previous 
reports. 

Under  Regulations  which  came  into  operation  on  23rd  October, 
1939,  provision  was  made  for  the  compulsory  notification  of  all 
cases  of  measles  and  whooping  cough.  A  copy  of  the  Regulations 
and  a  supply  of  the  prescribed  Form  of  Certificate  were  sent  to 
every  medical  practitioner  in  the  Borough.  At  the  same  time, 
medical  practitioners  were  reminded  of  the  local  arrangements 
for  the  isolation  and  treatment  in  hospital  of  complicated  cases  of 
measles  and  whooping  cough  that  cannot  be  satisfactorily  dealt 
with  at  home. 
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The  exclusion  from  school  of  infected  persons  and  contacts 
is  carried  out  in  accordance  with  the  suggestions  contained  in 
the  joint  Memorandum  issued  in  1927  by  the  Ministry  of  Health 
and  Board  of  Education. 

Table  IV  shows  the  numbers  of  the  various  notifiable  infectious 
diseases  (other  than  tuberculosis)  recorded  in  the  area  during  the 
fifty-two  weeks  ended  30th  December,  1939,  classified  according  to 
the  age  of  the  patient,  together  with  the  numbers  of  cases  removed 
to  hospital,  and  the  total  deaths  from  each  disease.  The  prevalence 
of  the  various  diseases  is  reviewed  below. 


Small-pox. 

No  case  of  small-pox  was  notified  in  the  Borough  during 
the  year. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  did  not  perform  any  primary 
vaccination  or  re-vaccination  under  the  Public  PXealth  (Small¬ 
pox  Prevention)  Regulations,  1917. 


Scarlet  Fever. 

For  the  third  year  in  succession,  the  incidence  of  scarlet 
fever  in  the  Borough  was  exceptionally  low.  Twenty- two  cases 
were  notified,  as  compared  with  an  annual  average  of  83  in  the 
preceding  ten  years.  The  case  rate  for  the  disease  was  0.56  per 
1,000  population,  as  against  1.89  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  disease  was  fairly  general  in  distribution  and  was  not 
confined  to  any  particular  period  of  the  year,  though  notifications 
were  slightly  more  numerous  in  the  spring  and  autumn  months. 
In  most  cases  the  infection  appeared  to  be  of  the  prevailing  mild 
type,  with  relative  freedom  from  complications.  Secondary  cases 
were  seldom  encountered  and  no  mortality  attributable  to  scarlet 
fever  was  recorded. 

Nineteen  notified  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  removed  to  the 
Reigate  J oint  Isolation  Hospital,  the  remaining  three  being  isolated 
and  treated  in  their  own  homes.  In  addition,  eight  persons 
suffering  from  infective  tonsilitis,  thought  to  be  due  to  the  causative 
organism  of  scarlet  fever,  were  isolated  in  hospital,  but  none  of 
them  developed  the  classical  symptoms  of  the  disease. 


29 


05 

CO 

05 

pH 

W 

H 

o 

£ 

hH 

P 

A 

P 

W 

HH 

Ph 

HH 

H 

O 

£ 

m 

HH 

in 

O 

P 

P 
u 
.  •  A 

P  w 

p  g 
P  H 

M  £ 


<1 

A 


W 

H 

P 

P 

w 

p 

O 

P 

to 

<1 

P 

m 

t— t 

P 

m 

P 

O 

£ 

u 

p 

p 

P 

PH 

P 

O 

m 

P 

to 

< 

u 


tn 

*3  5 


S3 

HP 

1 

co 

l 

o 

p-H 

i 

1 

! 

1 

i 

pH 

rH 

^H 

Total  cases 
removed 

vH 

ctf 

+-> 

•  H 

Ph 

CO 

O 

A 

05 

P— 1 

35 

rH 

CM 

05 

<M 

(M 

CM 

1 

l 

ip 

95 

O 

-+-> 

Totals 

22 

36 

26 

40 

<M 

<M 

CM 

ip 

P-H 

(M 

rH 

pH 

161 

65 

and 

over 

1 

l 

I 

o 

i-H 

1 

1 

I 

1 

1 

PJ 

12 

45 

to 

65 

p-H 

p-H 

l 

CO 

rH 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

CD 

21 

35 

to 

45 

1 

<M 

rH 

CO 

1 

1 

i 

1 

1 

1 

C5 

20 

to 

35 

p-H 

<M 

00 

p-H 

ip 

I 

p-H 

1 

1 

1 

ip 

32 

CO 

nd 

0 

•a 

CD 

Ph 

CD 

b/D 

<1 

n 

•tH 

*p  o 

I-H  H-> 

20 

p-H 

p-H 

rH 

rH 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1  . 

1 

10 

to 

ip 

iH 

uo 

00 

1 

pH 

1 

p-H 

p-H 

1 

rH 

1 

17 

Tj 

CD 

A 

*H 

4-> 

o 

PI 

co 

CD 

CO 

a3 

5 

to 

10 

p-H 

rH 

00 

p-H 

1 

ip 

1 

1 

pH 

rH 

1 

43 

4 

to 

IP 

pH 

1 

1 

1 

1 

I 

1 

<M 

1 

I 

CO 

3 

to 

rH 

i 

p-H 

1 

p-H 

1 

1 

1 

CM 

1 

I 

rH 

2 

to 

CO 

<M 

CM 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

CM 

1 

1 

CD 

1 

to 

CM 

1 

rH 

1 

1 

1 

i 

1 

p-H 

1 

1 

CM 

Under 

1 

year 

1 

1 

1 

p-H 

<M 

1 

1 

rH 

1 

rH 

IP 

<u 

CO 

g3 

<D 

CO 

•H 

A 


<0 

i> 

0) 

A 

+-> 

<V 

T3 

aJ 

o 

C/2 


o 

•H 

Vh 

(1) 

rd 

-l-> 

& 

Ph 


O 

•H 

M 

<d 

Vh 

PH 

r-H 

ctf 

tH 

0) 

& 

<D 

P 

A 


aJ 

•g 

o 

g 

<d 

p 

Ph 


i 

Pi 

o 

<v 

c3 


a 3 

A 

4-> 

A 

Ok 

o 


g 

pi 

u 

o 

H-> 

ctf 


i—i  *r{ 

P  ^ 

.g  £ 

a 

02 

I 

O 

»H 

A 

a> 

V-t 

<u 

a 


C/i 

•H 

4-> 

•H 

’a; 

g 

o 

A 

o 

Ph 

<d 

H-> 

PS 

o 

<1 


A 

tuO 

pi 

o 

U 

W) 

.g 

a. 

o 

o 

A 


co 

a; 

r— 1 

CO 

ctf 

<D 


CO 

ctf 

r— ( 

<u 

Ph 

•  H 

CO 

U 

a 


CO 

^H 

a3 

4J 

o 

H 


30 


Diphtheria. 

This  disease  was  not  unduly  prevalent,  though  the  total 
number  of  cases  notified  was  somewhat  greater  than  in  the  past 
three  or  four  years.  The  notified  eases  represent  a  rate  of  0.92 
per  1,000  population,  as  compared  with  1.14  for  England  and 
Wales  and  1.16  for  towns  comparable  in  size  with  Reigate.  The 
average  rate  recorded  in  the  Borough  in  the  ten  years  1929  to 
1938  was  1.03,  though  three  years  with  the  lowest  incidence  rates 
on  record  are  included  in  that  period. 

Thirty-six  persons  were  notified  as  suffering  from  diphtheria, 
of  whom  at  least  8  did  not  present  any  clinical  manifestation  of 
the  disease,  but  were  suffering  from  aural  or  nasal  discharge  from 
which  the  causative  organism  of  diphtheria  was  isolated.  Most 
of  the  latter  were  discovered  in  the  course  of  routine  examination 
of  contacts.  Nine  of  the  notifications  related  to  persons  recently 
evacuated  to  the  Borough  under  the  Government  Scheme,  of  whom 
five  were  attending  public  elementary  schools. 

With  the  exception  of  one  case  notified  in  February  and  one 
in  June,  all  occurred  in  the  last  three  months  of  the  year  and  in 
the  Frenches  Road  district.  The  majority  of  those  affected  were 
either  attending  schools  in  that  district  or  had  direct  contact  at 
home  or  elsewhere  with  children  from  those  schools.  Children 
in  infected  departments  were  subjected  to  daily  medical  examin¬ 
ation,  in  which  particular  attention  was  directed  to  those  with 
suspicious  symptoms  and  those  returning  to  school  after  absence 
on  account  of  illness.  With  a  view  to  the  detection  of  missed 
cases  and  carriers,  all  immediate  contacts  were  swabbed  and  kept 
in  quarantine  mitil  the  results  of  bacteriological  examination  were 
known.  Many  of  the  swabs,  including  several  from  members  of 
the  teaching  staff,  were  reported  to  be  positive  for  diphtheria 
organisms.  The  persons  thus  found  to  be  a  possible  source  of 
danger  to  others  were  rigidly  isolated  until  known  to  be  free  from 
infection.  These  measures  proved  to  be  effective,  as  the  outbreak 
remained  localised  and  subsided  abruptly  before  the  end  of  the  year. 

Thirty-five  of  the  notified  cases  and  25  contacts  and  others 
from  whom  positive  swabs  had  been  obtained  were  admitted  to 
the  Reigate  Joint  Isolation  Hospital.  In  addition,  five  suspected 
cases  of  diphtheria  were  admitted  to  hospital  for  observation, 
but  were  subsequently  reported  not  to  be  suffering  from  that 
disease. 

The  prevailing  type  of  infection  appeared  to  be  of  unusual 
severity  and  associated  with  relatively  high  mortality.  There  were 
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three  deaths  from  diphtheria,  all  of  which  were  of  children  under 
the  age  of  seven  years  and  occurred  in  the  Reigate  Joint  Hospital. 
These  represent  a  mortality  rate  of  0.07  per  1,000  population, 
which  is  somewhat  higher  than  that  recorded  in  England  and 
Wales. 

Diphtheria  Antitoxin. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  with  a  firm  of  chemists  for 
the  supply  of  anti-diphtheritic  serum  to  medical  practitioners  at 
any  hour  of  the  day  or  night  and,  in  cases  of  extreme  urgency, 
for  the  delivery  of  serum  to  the  doctor’s  or  to  the  patient’s  residence. 
The  serum  is  supplied  in  ‘  Serules,’  each  fitted  with  a  sterilised 
needle,  thus  obviating  the  use  of  a  syringe.  This  is  intended  to 
encourage  the  prompt  administration  of  serum  to  any  patient 
suspected  to  be  suffering'  from  diphtheria.  These  arrangements 
have  been  made  known  to  medical  practitioners  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood,  who  have  been  requested  to  administer  serum  in  all  suspected 
cases  without  waiting  for  the  result  of  bacteriological  examination. 

Four  requests  for  serum  were  received  during  the  year,  the 
total  amount  supplied  being  23,500  units. 

Schick  Testing  and  Immunisation  against  Diphtheria. 

The  arrangements  for  Schick  testing  and  artificial  immunisation 
against  diphtheria  remain  unaltered  and  are  fully  described  in 
previous  reports. 

The  occurrence  of  actual  cases  of  diphtheria  towards  the  end 
of  the  year  led  to  a  very  great  increase  in  the  number  of  applications 
for  immunisation,  but  comparatively  few  of  these  could  be  dealt 
with  before  the  end  of  the  year.  Evacuated  children,  few  of 
whom  had  been  immunised,  were  urged  to  take  advantage  of 
the  facilities  offered,  but  in  most  cases  there  was  considerable 
delay  in  obtaining  the  written  consent  of  their  parents. 

The  work  carried  out  at  the  Council’s  Clinics  during  the  year 


is  summarised  as  follows  : — 

Number  of  persons  Schick  tested  .  .  .  .  60  (3) 

Number  giving  positive  reaction  .  .  .  .  48  (2) 

Percentage  giving  positive  reaction  .  .  .  .  79.4% 


Number  of  persons  re-tested  .  .  . .  . .  47 

Number  giving  negative  reaction  .  .  .  .  47 

Percentage  giving  negative  reaction  . .  . .  100% 
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Number  of  persons  completely  immunised  : — 

Pre-school  children  .  . 

20  (1) 

School  children 

14  (3) 

Others 

1 

Total 

35(4) 

Number  of  persons  partially  immunised  : — 

Pre-school  children  .  . 

80  (3) 

School  children 

120  (17) 

Others 

2 

Total 

202  (20) 

Total  number  of  inoculations  given 

352  (41) 

Prophylactic  used — Toxoid  Anti-toxin  Floccules. 

(The  figures  in  brackets  are  additional  and  relate  to 

evacuated 

children) . 

There  was  complete  absence  of  general  and  local  reaction 
following  the  inoculations,  and  no  case  of  diphtheria  was  notified 
in  a  child  who  had  been  artificially  immunised  and  subsequently 
shown  by  the  Schick  test  to  be  immune. 

Artificial  immunisation  against  diphtheria  is  also  carried  out 
at  all  the  large  residential  institutions  in  the  Borough,  and  has 
contributed  in  no  small  measure  to  the  marked  reduction  in  the 
incidence  of  the  disease  in  recent  years.  A  considerable  number 
of  persons  have  been  similarly  protected  by  doctors  in  private 
practice,  but  complete  records  of  these  are  not  available. 


Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

Twenty-six  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  were  notified  in  the 
area  during  the  year.  Seventeen  of  the  notifications  related  to 
women  normally  resident  in  other  districts  from  which  they  had 
been  admitted  to  the  Redliill  County  Hospital  for  confinement. 
Of  the  Borough  cases,  3  were  treated  at  the  Redhill  County  Hospital, 
one  in  the  Bast  Surrey  Hospital  and  one  in  a  private  nursing  home  ; 
the  remaining  four  were  successfully  dealt  with  in  their  own  homes, 
where  trained  nurses  were  in  attendance  and  all  necessary  facilities 
for  treatment  were  available. 
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Pneumonia. 

There  were  40  notifications  of  pneumonia,  most  of  which 
were  received  in  the  first  four  months  of  the  year,  when  elderly 
persons  were  chiefly  affected.  Nineteen  patients  were  already  in 
hospital  at  the  time  of  notification,  or  were  subsequently  removed 
to  hospitals  or  nursing  homes  for  the  purpose  of  treatment.  The 
remaining  cases  were  visited  by  the  Health  Visitors  to  ascertain 
if  nursing  assistance  were  required,  and  to  give  advice  with  regard 
to  the  precautions  to  be  taken  to  prevent  spread  of  infection  ; 
in  eleven  instances  trained  nurses  were  already  in  attendance, 
and,  in  the  others,  the  provision  of  nursing  assistance  did  not 
appear  to  be  necessary. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

Two  infants  were  notified  as  suffering  from  ophthalmia 
neonatorum.  Both  were  under  treatment  in  the  Redhill  County 
Hospital  at  the  time  of  notification  and  recovered  without 
permanent  injury  to  the  eyes  or  impairment  of  vision. 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever. 

The  two  patients  notified  as  suffering  from  this  disease  were 
accepted  for  treatment  at  the  Redhill  County  Hospital  and  were 
later  reported  to  have  made  a  satisfactory  recovery.  The  second 
case  occurred  several  weeks  after  the  first,  with  which  it  did  not 
appear  to  be  in  any  way  connected. 

Acute  Anterior  Polio-myelitis. 

There  were  2  notifications  of  acute  anterior  polio-myelitis, 
both  of  which  related  to  secondary  school  boys  who  had  recently 
been  evacuated  to  the  Borough.  No  connection  betweeh  the 
cases  could  be  traced,  although  the  dates  of  onset  were  consistent 
with  the  infection  having  been  derived  from  the  same  source. 
In  the  course  of  routine  enquiries  it  was  elicited  that  the  boys 
had  been  oil  holiday  in  districts  in  which  the  disease  was  prevalent 
and  in  which  they  had  probably  contracted  the  infection.  One 
was  successfully  treated  in  the  East  Surrey  Hospital  and  the 
other  in  the  Reigate  Joint  Isolation  Hospital. 

Whooping  Cough. 

This  disease  was  much  less  prevalent  than  in  recent  years. 
Sixty-nine  definite  and  suspected  cases  were  reported,  of  which 
fifteen  were  officially  notified  under  the  Measles  and  Whooping 
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Cough  Regulations.  Maximum  incidence  was  observed  in  the 
month  of  March,  when  St.  John’s  Infants’  and  Lesbourne  Lands 
Schools  were  chiefly  affected.  The  infection  was  practically 
confined  to  children  under  school  age  and  those  in  infants’  depart¬ 
ments,  and  appeared  to  be  comparatively  free  from  respiratory 
and  other  serious  complications. 

Six  cases  could  not  be  adequately  isolated  and  nursed  at 
home,  and  were  accordingly  admitted  to  the  Reigate  Joint  Isolation 
Hospital.  Most  of  these  were  evacuated  children  billeted  with 
householders  who  were  unable  or  unwilling  to  undertake  the  care 
of  them. 

No  mortality  from  whooping  cough  was  reported,  though  a 
rate  of  0.03  was  recorded  in  England  and  Wales  and  of  0.02  in 
towns  comparable  in  size  with  Reigate. 


Measles. 

The  incidence  of  measles  during  the  year  was  exceptionally 
low.  Only  14  cases  were  reported,  including  two  officially  notified 
under  the  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  Regulations.  It  is  note¬ 
worthy  that  only  two  cases  occurred  amongst  children  attending 
public  elementary  schools. 

All  cases  were  visited  to  ascertain  if  skilled  nursing  at  home  or 
treatment  in  hospital,  for  which  suitable  arrangements  have  been 
made  by  the  Council,  appeared  to  be  required.  Two  cases  were 
admitted  to  the  Reigate  Joint  Hospital  as  they  could  not  be 
isolated  properly  at  home.  For  the  fifth  year  in  succession  no 
death  occurring  in  the  area  was  attributed  to  measles. 

The  administration  of  convalescent  serum  for  the  prevention 
and  attenuation  of  measles  was  dealt  with  very  fully  in  a  Memor¬ 
andum  prepared  by  the  Ministry  of  Health.  Copies  of  this 
Memorandum  were  sent  to  medical  practitioners  in  the  Borough, 
who  were  informed  that,  subject  to  certain  conditions,  serum  would 
be  supplied  free  of  charge  on  application  to  the  Public  Health 
Department.  No  request  for  serum  was  received  during  the  year. 
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Erysipelas. 

Of  the  fourteen  cases  of  erysipelas  notified  during  the  year, 
five  were  treated  in  the  Royal  Earlswood  Institution,  three  in 
the  Reigate  Joint  Hospital  and  two  in  the  Redhill  County  Hospital, 
the  remaining  four  being  treated  at  home. 

The  only  death  ascribed  to  this  cause  was  of  an  elderly  patient 
who  was  under  treatment  in  hospital;  this  represents  a  mortality 
rate  of  0.02,  which  is  appreciably  lower  than  the  average  for  the 
Borough. 


Tuberculosis. 


Nine  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  of  the  lungs  and  nine  of  tuber¬ 
culosis  of  other  organs  were  reported  amongst  Borough  residents 
during  the  year.  Fourteen  were  cases  notified  for  the  first  time, 
the  remaining  four  being  reported  by  the  County  Medical  Officer 
on  transference  from  other  districts  in  which  they  had  already 
been  notified. 

Particulars  of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  which  came  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  the  year  are  set 
out  in  1  able  V,  together  with  an  analysis  of  the  deaths  in  the  area 
from  this  disease  during  the  same  period. 
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Totals 


There  was  a  sharp  decline  in  the  incidence  of  tuberculosis 
of  the  respiratory  organs.  The  new  cases  notified  during  the 
year  represent  a  case  rate  of  0.23  per  1,000  population;  this  is  less 
than  one-half  of  the  corresponding  rate  for  the  previous  year, 
which  was  the  lowest  recorded  in  the  Borough  since  the  disease 
became  compulsorily  notifiable  in  1912. 

Cases  of  non-respiratory  tuberculosis  were  somewhat  fewer 
than  in  1938,  though  the  case  rate  for  this  form  of  the  disease  shows 
little  reduction  on  the  annual  average  for  the  past  ten  years.  The 
organs  affected  in  the  non-respiratory  cases  were  : — 

Cervical  glands  (5  cases), 

Spine  (2  cases), 

Knee  joint  (1  case),  and 
Genital  organs  (1  case). 

Twelve  persons  who  had  previously  been  notified  as  suffering 
from  tuberculosis  were  removed  from  the  Register  during  the  year  : 
particulars  of  these  are  as  follows  : — 


Number  of  cases  removed 
from  Register  by  reason, 
inter  alia,  of  : — 

Recovery  from  the 
disease . 

Pulmo 

i 

nary. 

Non 

-Pulmonary 

i 

Total 

Cases. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Death . 

5 

1 

6 

2 

2 

4 

10 

Otherwise  . 

Total  .  . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

7 

1  !  8 

2 

2 

4 

13 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  remained  on  the  Register  the 
names  of  123  persons,  of  whom  83  (36  males,  47  females),  were 
suffering  from  respiratory  tuberculosis,  and  40  (21  males,  19  females), 
from  tuberculosis  of  other  organs. 

Eleven  deaths  occurring  amongst  Borough  residents  (including 
deaths  outside  the  district  of  persons  normally  resident  in  the 
Borough,  but  excluding  deaths  of  temporary  residents  which  are 
transferred  to  other  districts)  were  certified  to  be  due  to  tuber¬ 
culosis.  The  mortality  was  heaviest  amongst  persons  of  middle 
age,  but  did  not  appear  to  be  influenced  by  any  conditions  of 
occupation  or  environment.  Many  of  the  patients  died  in  hospitals 
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and  sanatoria  and,  with  one  exception,  all  had  been  officially  notified 
before  death  as  suffering  from  tuberculosis  ;  the  ratio  of  non- 
notified  tuberculosis  deaths  to  total  deaths  from  the  disease  was, 
therefore  as  one  to  eleven.  The  mortality  rate  for  all  forms 
of  tuberculosis  was  0.28  per  1,000  population,  as  compared  with 
0.32  in  1938,  0.38  in  1937,  and  0.5  in  each  of  the  preceding  three 
years.  The  rate  for  respiratory  tuberculosis  in  particular  was  so 
reduced  as  to  create  a  new  low  record  for  the  Borough. 

No  action  was  necessary  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention 
of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925  (relating  to  persons  suffering 
from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  employed  in  the  milk  trade),  nor 
under  Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  (relating  to  the 
compulsory  removal  to  hospital  of  persons  suffering  from  tuber¬ 
culosis)  . 

The  voluntary  Tuberculosis  Care  Committee,  which  was 
formed  in  1935  to  work  in  association  with  the  Tuberculosis 
Dispensary  at  Redbill,  operated  very  satisfactorily  during  the 
year.  On  many  occasions  the  Committee  was  able  to  provide 
assistance,  other  than  medical  treatment,  for  tuberculosis  persons 
and  their  families,  and  to  secure  suitable  employment  for  patients 
discharged  from  sanatoria. 

Noxi-notifiable  Infectious  Diseases, 

Information  regarding  the  non-notifiable  infectious  diseases 
is  obtained  mainly  from  the  daily  returns  supplied  by  the  School 
Attendance  Officer,  and  from  the  weekly  returns  of  deaths.  Cases 
are  also  reported  by  the  School  Nurses,  Health  Visitors  and  Head 
Teachers,  while  a  few  are  discovered  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinic, 
and  in  the  course  of  school  medical  inspection.  The  figures  relating 
to  these  diseases  are  approximate  only,  and  are  less  reliable  than 
those  given  for  the  notifiable  diseases.  The  procedure  followed 
in  the  exclusion  from,  and  re-admission  to,  school  of  infected 
persons  and  contacts  is  precisely  the  same  as  in  the  case  of  the 
notifiable  diseases. 

Influenza. 

Influenza  is  not  a  notifiable  condition,  but  the  prevalence 
or  otherwise  of  the  disease  may  be  judged  by  the  number  of  deaths 
attributed  to  it,  the  number  of  persons  notified  to  be  suffering  from 
‘  Acute  Influenzal  Pneumonia  ’  and  the  number  of  children  absent 
or  excluded  from  school  on  account  of  influenza.  The  information 
obtained  from  these  sources  does  not  indicate  that  the  disease  was 
unduly  prevalent  during  the  year. 
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Eleven  deaths  were  ascribed  to  influenza.  Most  of  these 

occurred  in  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  and  amongst  elderly 

persons.  The  mortality  rate  for  the  disease  was  0.28,  as  against 

an  annual  average  of  0.34  for  the  preceding  ten  years. 

» 

Other  Diseases. 

The  other  infectious  and  contagious  diseases  reported  included 
chicken  pox  (132  cases),  German  measles  (15  cases),  impetigo  (10 
cases),  scabies  (9  cases)  and  mumps  (2  cases). 

Disinfection. 

There  are  facilities  at  the  disinfecting  station  for  the  cleansing 
of  verminous  persons,  and  their  belongings  ;  three  cases  of  this 
nature  were  dealt  with  during  the  year. 

Full  particulars  of  the  work  done  during  the  year  in  connection 
with  the  disinfection  of  premises,  and  of  articles  which  have  been 
exposed  to  infection  will  be  found  in  the  Report  of  the  Chief 
Sanitar}^  Inspector. 


Bacteriological  Work. 

The  bacteriological  examination  of  specimens  for  medical 
practitioners  in  connection  with  infectious  disease  is  carried  out 
by  the  Pathologist  at  the  East  Surrey  Hospital.  Specimens  may 
also  be  sent  to  the  Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories  in  London. 

The  following  specimens  were  examined  during  the  year  with 
the  results  indicated  : — 


A. 


Swabs  examined  for  the  Presence  of  : — 

(a)  Diphtheria  bacillus  : —  .  .  Result 

7  Positive  Negativi 

(i)  Swabs  from  throat  : — 

From  suspected  cases  of  diphtheria  15  106 

From  contacts  of  diphtheria  .  .  3  242 

(ii)  vSwabs  from  nose  : — - 

From  suspected  cases  of  diphtheria  2  20 

From  contacts  of  diphtheria  .  .  4  47 

(Hi)  Swabs  from  ear  : — 

From  suspected  cases  of  diphtheria  7  11 

( b )  Other  Pathogenic  Organisms  : — 

(i)  Swabs  from  throat  .  .  .  .  15  47 

(H)  Swabs  from  nose  .  .  .  .  .  .  l  8 

(Hi)  Swabs  from  conjunctiva  .  .  .  .  -  1 

(iv)  Swabs  from  ear  .  .  .  .  .  .  l  1 

(v)  Swab  from  vagina  .  .  .  .  -  1 
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Total 

121 

245 

22 

51 

18 

62 

9 

1 

2 

1 


B. 

C. 


Sputum  examined  for  the  Presence  of  : 
The  Tubercle  Bacillus  : — 

(i)  From  suspected  cases 


Result 

Positive  Negative  Total 

I  14  15 


IuECES  EXAMINED  FOR  THE  PRESENCE  OF  : — 

(a)  Enteric  Organisms 

( b )  B.  Dvsenteriae  (Sonne) 

(c)  Other  pathogenic  organisms 


7 

1 


2 

7 

1 


D.  Blood  examined  for  : — 

(a)  Widal  reaction 

(b)  Brucella  Abortus  .  . 

(c)  Enteric  Organisms 


4  4 

4  4 

1  1 


SECTION  VII. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 


The  services  provided  under  the  Council's  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Scheme  have  been  fully  described  in  previous  reports, 
and  operated  more  or  less  normally  until  the  beginning  of  September, 
when  they  were  immediately  made  available  to  mothers  and  infants 
evacuated  to  the  Borough  from  other  districts.  To  provide 
adequately  and  efficiently  for  the  needs  of  the  persons  thus  brought 
within  the  scope  of  the  Council’s  Scheme,  it  was  necessary  to 
augment  the  medical  and  health  visiting  staff  and  to  hold  additional 
sessions  at  the  various  Clinics.  Arrangements  had  been  made  in 
advance  for  the  confinement  in  hospitals  or  maternity  nursing 
homes  of  expectant  mothers  evacuated  to  the  district,  and  for  the 
accommodation  in  hostels  of  those  in  the  last  month  of  pregnancy 
who  could  not  be  billeted  with  private  families. 

The  figures  in  brackets  in  the  tables  that  follow  are  additional, 
and  relate  to  persons  temporarily  resident  in  the  Borough  on 
account  of  the  wTar. 


Maternity. 

Ante-natal  Supervision. 

The  medical  supervision  of  pregnant  women,  who  are  not 
already  receiving  attention  elsewhere,  is  undertaken  at  the  Ante¬ 
natal  Clinics,  one  of  which  is  held  three  times  a  month  at  the  Health 
Centre  and  the  other  once  a  month  at  the  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Centre  at  South  Park.  A  Medical  Officer  is  in  attendance 
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at  each  session,  and  also  one  or  two  of  the  Health  Visitors.  The 
midwives  work  in  close  association  with  the  Ante-natal  Clinics 
and  are  usually  present  at  the  medical  examination  of  their 
patients,  when  they  are  advised  concerning  any  abnormality  or 
unusual  feature  discovered  in  the  course  of  the  examination.  The 
ante-natal  medical  record  is  available  for  the  use  of  the  midwife 
who  has  been  engaged  for  the  confinement,  and  it  is  usual  for  her 
to  submit  a  brief  report  on  the  nature  and  result  of  the  labour. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  attendances  at  the  Ante¬ 
natal  Clinics  : — 


Health 

South 

Centre. 

Park. 

Total. 

Number  of  sessions  held 

40 

12 

52 

Number  of  attendances  : — 

Primary 

102  (12) 

21  (1) 

123  (13) 

Subsequent 

261 

32  (1) 

293  (1) 

Average  attendance  per  session  9.3 

4.5 

8.2 

Individual  patients  attending 

121  (12) 

24  (1) 

145  (13) 

The  number  of  individual  patients  seeking  advice  at  the  Ante- 
Natal  Clinics  shows  an  increase  of  17  on  the  corresponding  figure 
for  1938.  There  are  also  substantial  increases  in  the  numbers  of 
primary  and  subsequent  attendances  at  both  Clinics.  This  is  the 
more  noteworthy  in  view  of  the  reduction  in  domiciliary  midwifery 
and  the  greater  demand  for  admission  to  hospitals,  where  arrange¬ 
ments  are  made  for  ante-natal  supervision. 

Domiciliary  supervision  of  expectant  mothers  is  undertaken 
by  the  Health  Visitors,  who  advise  the  mother  with  regard  to 
the  care  of  her  own  health  and  as  to  the  preparations  to  be  made 
for  the  arrival  of  the  infant  ;  they  also  urge  the  need  for  regular 
medical  examination,  if  this  has  not  been  arranged  already. 
Mothers  are  invited  to  attend  the  Mothercraft  Class  at  the  Health 
Centre,  and  are  made  aware  of  the  facilities  for  dental  and  other 
forms  of  treatment  provided  for  expectant  mothers  by  the  Borough 
Council.  Unsatisfactory  housing  conditions  and  other  environ¬ 
mental  factors  that  are  likely  to  affect  the  mother’s  health  adversely 
are  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Public  Health  Department  in 
order  that  any  necessary  action  may  be  taken. 

The  Health  Visitors  made  a  total  of  43G  visits  to  229  expectant 
mothers  during  the  year.  One  hundred  and  twenty-four  of  the 
patients  visited  were  not  in  attendance  at  the  Council’s  Ante- 
Natal  Clinics,  but  had  applied  for  admission  to  the  Redhill  County 
Hospital  for  confinement.  Reports  on  the  home  conditions  of 
the  latter  were  forwarded  to  the  Medical  Superintendent  of  the 
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hospital,  whose  close  co-operation  with  the  staff  of  the  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare'  Department  has  been  of  the  utmost  value  in 
widening  the  scope  and  increasing  the  efficiency  of  welfare  work 
amongst  mothers  and  children  in  the  district. 

Post-natal  Care. 

Women  are  urged  to  attend  for  medical  examination  at  the 
Post-natal  Clinics  a  few  weeks  after  confinement,  unless  they 
are  known  to  be  receiving  attention  from  private  practitioners, 
or  at  hospitals  in  which  they  were  confined.  The  Post-natal 
Clinics  are  held  about  once  a  month  and  are  attended,  for  the 
most  part,  by  patients  who  have  received  medical  supervision 
at  the  Clinic  during  pregnancy  and  have  been  delivered  by  mid¬ 
wives,  many  of  whom  endeavour  to  be  present  at  the  examination 
of  their  patients.  Minor  gynaecological  defects  are  treated  at 
the  Clinics,  but  more  serious  conditions,  such  as  those  requiring 
surgical  treatment,  are  referred  elsewhere. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  attendances  at  the  Post- 


natal  Clinics  during  the  year 

Health 

Centre. 

South 

Park. 

Total, 

Number  of  sessions  held 

16 

12 

28 

Attendances — Primary 

29 

8 

37 

— Subsequent  .  . 

11 

1 

12 

Number  of  individual  patients 
attending 

32 

9 

41 

Birth  Control. 

Advice  on  contraceptive  methods  is  given  to  married  women 
who  are  either  expectant  or  nursing  mothers  and  whose  health 
or  lives  would  be  endangered  by  further  pregnancy.  Patients 
attend  by  appointment,  and  suitable  arrangements  are  made  to 
secure  effective  separation  of  these  patients  from  those  attendng 
the  Clinics  for  other  purposes.  Cases  are  carefully  selected,  and 
advice  is  restricted  to  those  in  which  pregnancy  is  absolutely 
contra-indicated  on  medical  grounds  and  would  be  terminated 
at  an  early  stage  as  a  therapeutic  measure.  In  a  few  cases,  how¬ 
ever,  control  rather  than  prevention  is  called  for,  the  object  being 
to  regulate  conception  to  ensure  reasonable  intervals  between 
successive  pregnancies.  The  arrangements  made  and  methods 
adopted  are  in  most  respects  similar  to  those  described  in  previous 
reports. 
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Fifteen  patients  sought  advice  during  the  year,  of  whom  one 
was  given  advice  only,  thirteen  were  fitted  with  suitable  appliances 
and  one  was  refused  assistance  on  the  grounds  that  she  did  not 
come  within  the  scope  of  the  Council’s  scheme.  Most  of  the 
patients  were  referred  from  the  Post-natal  Clinic,  but  several 
attended  on  the  advice  of  medical  practitioners  in  the  district. 
All  were  required  to  attend  at  regular  intervals  for  re-examination, 
and  from  the  information  available  it  would  appear  that  the 
methods  employed  have  been  effective  in  a  very  large  proportion 
of  cases. 

Obstetric  Consultant. 

Three  cases  of  complicated  pregnancy  or  of  abnormal  labour 
occurring  in  private  practice  were  examined  by  the  Borough 
Obstetric  Consultant.  One  was  admitted  to  the  Redhill  County 
Hospital,  and  two  were  satisfactorily  treated  at  home. 

Midwifery  and  Nursing  Provision. 

The  Borough  Council  paid  the  agreed  contribution  to  the 
Reigate  and  Redhill  District  Nursing  Association  in  respect  of  69 
midwifery  cases  and  103  maternity  nursing  cases.  The  staff  of 
this  Association  did  not  undertake  the  nursing  of  any  case  of 
infectious  disease  under  the  arrangement  made  by  the  Council. 

Hospital  and  Nursing  Home  Provision. 

No  alteration  has  been  made  in  the  arrangements  for  the 
admission  to  hospital  of  maternity  patients  requiring  institutional 
treatment  on  account  of  abnormality  or  complication  arising 
during  pregnancy,  labour  or  the  puerperium.  Such  patients  are 
admitted  to  the  Bast  Surrey  Hospital  on  the  advice  of  the  Borough 
Obstetric  Consultant  (except  in  cases  where  the  doctor  attending 
the  patient  is  satisfied  that  the  services  of  the  Consultant  are  not 
required)  and  remain  under  his  care  while  they  are  in  hospital. 

Five  patients  were  admitted  to  the  hospital  during  the  year 
under  the  Council’s  Scheme.  Three  were  cases  of  obstructed 
delivery  and  two  of  toxaemia  of  pregnancy.  All  were  delivered 
of  living  infants  (in  two  cases  following  operative  treatment) 
and  all  recovered  satisfactorily,  excepting  one  who  died  of  acute 
generalised  peritonitis. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  one  patient  was  examined  by  the 
Obstetric  Consultant  and  was  later  admitted  to  the  Redhill  County 
Hospital. 
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Maternal  Mortality. 

The  two  maternal  deaths  occurring  in  the  area  were  of  women 
who  had  been  admitted  to  hospital  for  confinement.  One  of  the 
deaths  was  attributed  to  puerperal  sepsis  and  one  to  other  puerperal 
causes.  The  maternal  mortality  rate  for  the  year  was  3.71  per 
1,000  total  (i.e.  live  and  still)  births,  as  compared  with  2.82  for 
England  and  Wales. 

Births. 

One  thousand,  one  hundred  and  thirty-six  live  births  took 
place  in  the  area,  of  which  671  were  to  mothers  who  had  come  into 
the  Borough  from  other  districts  for  their  confinements.  The  total 
number  exceeds  any  previously  recorded,  due  to  the  great  increase 
in  the  number  of  non-Borough  cases  confined  at  the  Redhill  County 
Hospital.  Nine  hundred  and  seven  births  took  place  in  public 
institutions  or  private  nursing  homes  ;  this  is  equivalent  to  79.8 
per  cent,  of  the  total,  as  compared  with  69.1  in  the  previous  year 
and  57.9  in  1937. 

One  thousand  and  ninety-six,  or  96.4  per  cent.,  of  the  births 
were  officially  notified,  a  slight  advance  on  the  corresponding 
figures  for  1938  and  1937,  which  were  95.6  and  94.1  respectively. 
Particulars  of  the  notifications  are  as  follows  : — 


Borough 

Non- 

residents. 

residents. 

T  otal. 

Notified  by  doctors  .  . 

124 

92 

216 

Notified  by  doctors  and  nurses 

111 

3 

114 

Notified  by  midwives  and 

nurses 

210 

556 

766 

Total  . .  . . 

445 

651 

1096 

The  nett  live  births  accredited  to  the  area  by  the 

Registrar- 

General  were  489,  of  which  463  were  legitimate  and  26  illegitimate. 

Still-births. 

The  total  number  of  still-births,  including  2  notified  by  the 
local  Registrar,  was  37.  Twenty-four  took  place  in  hospitals  or 
private  nursing  homes,  where  all  necessary  facilities  were  available 
for  the  confinement.  Most  of  the  remainder  were  investigated 
by  the  Health  Visitors,  who  reported  that  skilled  attention  had 
been  provided  at  delivery  in  each  case  and  that  all  the  mothers 
had  received  adequate  ante-natal  care  during  the  later  months 
of  pregnancy.  In  most  cases  the  death  of  the  infant  before  delivery* 
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was  attributed  to  prolonged  labour,  disease  or  ill-health  of  the  mother 
or  accident  during  pregnancy. 

The  nett  still-births  assigned  to  the  area  by  the  Registrar- 
General  were  13,  of  which  12  were  of  males.  This  is  equivalent 
to  a  rate  of  25.9  per  1,000  total  births,  which  is  appreciably  below 
the  average  for  recent  years. 

Child  Welfare. 

Infant  Welfare  Clinics. 

There  are  two  Infant  Welfare  Clinics  in  the  district,  both  of 
which  are  under  the  control  of  the  Borough  Council.  Each  session 
is  conducted  by  a  Medical  Officer,  with  the  assistance  of  the  Health 
Visitor  of  the  district  and,  in  the  case  of  South  Park  Clinic,  of 
Nurse  Banks,  who  is  employed  by  a  Voluntary  Committee. 

At  both  Clinics  very  valuable  assistance  is  rendered  by 
voluntary  workers  who  undertake  such  duties  as  the  registering 
of  patients,  the  ordering  and  dispensing  of  medicines,  etc.,  pre¬ 
scribed  by  the  Medical  Officer  and  the  sale  of  model  baby  garments 
and  wool  at  reduced  prices.  Through  the  generosity  of  the 
Voluntary  Workers'  Committees,  financial  assistance  is  available 
for  certain  services  which  are  not  provided  by  the  Borough  Council, 
including  the  provision  of  boots,  clothing  and  surgical  appliances, 
treatment  in  convalescent  homes  and  travelling  expenses  to  hospitals 
in  Eondon.  In  addition,  extra  nourishment  and  dental  treatment 
are  provided  for  mothers  who  are  not  eligible  for  assistance  under 
the  Council’s  scheme. 

Particulars  of  attendances  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinics  during 


the  year  are  as  follows  : — 

Health 

South 

Centre. 

Park. 

Total. 

Number  of  Sessions  .  . 

126  (45) 

86 

212  (45) 

Average  attendance  per  Session 
Number  of  children  who  atten- 

37  (15) 

41 

39  (24) 

ded  during  the  year  and 
who,  at  the  end  of  the  year 

were  : — 

Under  1  year  of  age 
Between  the  ages  of  1 

145  (58) 

65  (12) 

210  (70) 

and  5  years 

367  (161) 

241  (30) 

608  (191) 

Total 

512  (219) 

306  (42) 

818  (261) 
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Total  attendances  by  children  : — 

Under  1  year  .  .  .  .  2395  (239)1453  (92)  3848  (331) 

1—5  years  .  .  .  .  2231  (425)  2108  (323)  4339  (748) 


Total 

4626  (664) 

3561  (415) 

8187  (1079) 

Total  number  of  children 
who  attended  for  the 
first  time  during  the 
year  and  who,  on  the 
date  of  their  first  attend¬ 
ance  were  : — 

Under  1  year  of  age 

192  (83) 

73  (17) 

265  (100) 

1—2  years 

22  (46) 

13  (9) 

35  (55) 

2-3  „.  . 

23  (36) 

9  (9) 

32  (45) 

3—4  „ 

13  (38) 

6  (5) 

19  (43) 

4—5 

19  (25) 

6(3) 

25  (28) 

Total 

269  (228) 

107  (43) 

376  (271) 

The  figures  in  the  above  summary,  as  far  as  they  relate  to 
local  children,  compare  very  favourably  with  any  previously 
recorded.  The  numbers  of  infants  brought  to  the  Clinics  for  the 
first  time  show  a  substantial  increase,  entirely  confined  to  children 
between  the  ages  of  one  and  five  years,  while  the  average  attendance 
per  session  and  the  total  attendances  are  well  maintained. 

The  numbers  of  evacuated  children  attending  for  advice  and 
treatment  at  the  Clinics  would  indicate  that  newcomers  to  the 
district  readily  availed  themselves  of  the  facilities  provided.  This 
is  even  more  apparent  when  it  is  realised  that  the  figures  for 
evacuated  children  relate  only  to  the  last  four  months  of  the  year. 

Minor  Ailments  Clinics. 

The  treatment  of  minor  ailments  occurring  in  children  under 
school  age  is  undertaken  at  the  Minor  Ailments  Clinics  established 
in  connection  with  the  School  Medical  Service.  Treatment  is 
confined  to  children  who  attend  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinic  and  are 
specially  referred  by  the  Medical  Officer,  who  prescribes  the 
necessary  treatment.  Eighty-six  local  children  and  sixteen 
evacuees  were  treated  during  the-  year  and  made  a  total  of  452 
attendances. 
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The  conditions  treated  were  as  follows  : — 


Cases.  Attendances. 


Minor  eye  defects 
Minor  ear  defects 
Impetigo  .  . 

Other  skin  diseases 
Septic  sores 
Minor  injuries 
Miscellaneous 


1  2 

40  (6)  107  (13) 


20  (5)  169  (30) 

10  (2)  51  (11) 

2  14 


7  (3)  28  (7) 

6  20 


Total 


86  (16)  391  (61) 


Ophthalmic  Clinic. 

Children  under  school  age  who  are  suffering  from  defective 
vision  or  squint  may  present  themselves  for  examination  and 
treatment  at  the  Ophthalmic  Clinic  at  the  Health  Centre.  In 
most  cases  the  defect  is  discovered  at  the  medical  examination 
of  infants  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinic  or  by  the  Health  Visitors 
in  the  course  of  routine  domiciliary  visiting.  The  arrangements 
for  the  ophthalmic  examination  and  treatment  of  pre-school 
children  are  similar  to  those  for  children  attending  school,  so  that 
the  continuity  of  treatment  is  preserved  from  the  discovery  of 
the  defect  until  the  child  leaves  school  or  is  discharged  as  cured. 

Seven  new  cases  were  examined  at  the  Ophthalmic  Clinic  ; 
five  were  of  refractive  error,  for  which  suitable  correcting  glasses 
were  prescribed,  and  two  were  of  mild  defect  for  which  optical 
treatment  was  not  thought  to  be  necessary.  Four  pre-school 
children  who  had  been  treated  in  previous  years  were  re-examined 
and  found  to  be  making  satisfactory  progress.  The  total  attend¬ 
ances  at  the  Ophthalmic  Clinic  were  20,  exclusive  of  those  for  the 
instillation  of  drops  in  preparation  for  examination  by  the  oculist. 

Dental  Clinic. 

Dental  treatment  is  available  at  the  Health  Centre  for  expectant 
mothers,  nursing  mothers  and  pre-school  children  who  are  in 
regular  attendance  at  the  various  clinics,  and  who  are  specially 

referred  to  the  Dental  Surgeon  by  the  doctor  conducting  the 
clinic. 

I  he  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  of  the  Dental  Clinic 
for  the  year  : — 
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Number  of  sessions  devoted  to  inspection  and  treatment  64 


,,  ,,  expectant  mothers  treated  .  .  .  .  38 

„  „  nursing  „  „  .  .  91 

,,  ,,  pre-school  children  ,,  .  .  .  .  108 

,,  ,,  extractions  : — 

Temporary  teeth  .  .  .  .  106 

Permanent  teeth  .  .  .  .  446 


552 

,,  ,,  fillings  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  78 

,,  „  other  operations  .  .  .  .  .  .  105 

,,  ,,  general  anaesthetics  .  .  .  .  103 

,,  ,,  patients  supplied  with  dentures  .  .  31 

Total  attendances  : — 

Mothers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  444 

Children  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  165 
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The  dentures  supplied  during  the  year  included  24  complete, 
and  19  partial  plates. 

Orthopaedic  Treatment. 

The  arrangements  for  the  treatment  of  crippling  deformities 
in  pre-school  children  are  precisely  the  same  as  for  children  attending 
school.  Minor  defects  are  dealt  with  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinics 
or  at  the  Remedial  Exercises  Clinic,  while  more  serious  cases  are 
referred  to  private  practitioners  or  to  special  hospitals. 

One  crippled  child  for  whom  residential  treatment  in  an 
orthopaedic  hospital  had  been  provided  at  the  expense  of  the 
Borough  Council  wTas  discharged  completely  cured  during  the  year. 

Provision  of  Milk,  etc. 

Additional  nourishment  in  the  form  of  dried  milk,  preparations 
of  cod-liver  oil,  etc.,  is  supplied  to  expectant  mothers,  nursing 
mothers  and  children  who  are  regularly  attending  the  Ante-natal 
and  Infant  Welfare  Clinics,  and  are  thought  to  require  it  on  medical 
grounds.  Supplies  are  given  free  or  at  a  reduced  price,  depending 
on  the  financial  circumstances  of  the  patient,  and  are  ordered  and 
repeated  only  on  the  advice  of  the  doctor  conducting  the  clinic. 
The  numbers  of  patients  who  received  assistance  during  the  year 
are  as  follows  : — 
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Expectant  mothers 
Nursing  mothers 
Infants 


63  (1) 
43  (2) 
172  (48) 


Total  .  .  278  (51) 


In  addition  to  the  above,  the  Voluntary  Workers  Committees 
supplied  1,085  pints  of  milk  to  45  mothers  and  60  pints  to  2  infants 
who  were  not  eligible  for  assistance  under  the  Council’s  scheme. 
Many  of  these  cases  came  to  notice  otherwise  than  through  the 
Clinics,  and  required  assistance  because  of  poverty  rather  than 
ill-health. 


Child  Life  Protection. 

The  arrangements  for  the  inspection  and  supervision  of  foster 
children,  and  of  the  homes  in  which  they  are  received,  do  not 
differ  greatly  from  those  described  in  recent  reports. 

The  findings  of  medical  examination,  and  the  reports  submitted 
from  time  to  time  by  the  Child  Protection  Visitors,  indicate  that 
the  foster  children  in  the  area  are  well  housed  and  properly  cared 
for.  No  serious  breach  of  the  regulations  relating  to  foster  children 
was  discovered  during  the  year,  nor  was  it  necessary  to  take  action 
for  the  removal  of  any  child  from  unsuitable  premises  or  from 
the  care  of  unsatisfactory  foster  parents. 

The  following  particulars  are  taken  from  the  Register  of 
Foster-children  : — 

Number  of  foster-children  on  Register  at  the  beginning 


of  the  year  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  15 

,,  added  to  the  Register  during  the  year  .  .  46 

,,  removed  from  the  Register  : — 

On  reaching  the  age  of  nine  years  .  .  — 

,,  leaving  the  district  .  .  .  .  7 

,,  returning  to  parents  .  .  .  .  18 

—  25 

,,  of  foster-children  on  Register  at  the  end  of 

the  year  . .  . .  . .  . .  36 

,,  of  approved  foster-mothers  in  the  district  .  .  48 

Visits  to  foster-children  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  170 
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Domiciliary  Visits. 


The  numbers  of  visits  paid  by  the  Health  Visitors  during  the 
year  are  set  out  in  the  following  summary  : — 

Expectant  mothers  : — 

Primary  Visits  .  .  .  .  215  (12) 

Subsequent  Visits  .  .  .  .  211  (2) 


-  426  (14) 

Infants  under  12  months  : — 

Primary  Visits  .  .  .  .  476  (14) 

Subsequent  Visits  .  .  .  .  1,664  (13) 


Children  aged  1 — 5  years  : — 

Total  visits 
Poster-children  : — 

Total  visits 

Visits  to  cases  of  infectious  disease  : — 


Puerperal  Pyrexia  .  .  .  .  6 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  .  .  — 

Pneumonia  .  .  .  .  .  .  13 

Diphtheria  2 

Whooping  Cough  43 


Measles  >  in  infants  under  5  6 

German  Measles  years  of  age  4 


Chicken  Pox  /  31 


Visits  to  : — 

Still  births  .  .  .  .  .  .  11 

Infant  deaths  .  .  .  .  .  .  9 

Other  visits  . .  . .  . .  557 


2,140  (27) 
4,522  (28) 

170 
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577 


Grand  Total  . .  .  .  . .  7,940  (69) 


Mothercraft. 

The  Mothercraft  Classes  at  the  Health  Centre  were  continued 
until  the  beginning  of  September,  and  were  attended  by  40  indiv¬ 
idual  mothers  who  made  a  total  of  471  attendances.  Selected 
candidates  were  prepared  for  the  various  competitive  and  non¬ 
competitive  examinations  in  Mothercraft,  the  results  of  which 
were  as  follows  : — 
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National  Parentcraft  Competition. — Parents  from  the  Reigate 
Centre  entered  for  this  competition,  which  is  open  to  all 
affiliated  Centres  in  the  United  Kingdom.  The  best  entry 
in  each  of  eight  classes  was  forwarded  to  the  Headquarters 
of  the  Association  of  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres. 
Reigate  gained  fifth  place  in  this  Competition. 

The  candidates  by  whom  the  entries  were  submitted 
gained  the  following  Certificates  of  the  Association 

Needlework  .  .  .  .  .  .  Honours  Certificate. 

Reconstructed  garment  .  . 

Mending  and  Fastenings 
Knitting  and  Crochet 
Theoretical  Cookery 
Mothercraft  (written  paper) 

Fathercraft  ,, 

Faundry  (Practical  and  Theoretical) 


First  Class  Certificate. 


Rhondda  Mothercraft  Challenge  Shield. — The  best  entry  from 
the  Reigate  Centre  gained  84  marks  out  of  a  possible  100, 
and  was  awarded  a  Credit  Certificate. 

Non-competitive  Parentcraft  Examination. — Fifteen  parents  from 
the  Reigate  Centre  entered  for  this  examination  and  were 
awarded  Certificates  in  their  respective  classes,  ten  being 
Credit  Certificates. 

The  Mothercraft  Classes  were  temporarily  suspended  on  the 
outbreak  of  war,  as  the  extra  clinics  arranged  for  evacuees  and 
the  limited  accommodation  available  at  the  Health  Centre,  in 
consequence  of  the  use  of  the  ground  floor  of  the  building  as  a 
First  Aid  Post,  made  it  practically  impossible  to  make  suitable 
arrangements  for  the  collective  teaching  of  Mothercraft. 
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BOROUGH  OF  REIGATE. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

ior  the  Year  1939. 


Public  Health  Department, 

Town  Hall,  REIGATE. 

6th  March,  1941. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  submit  herewith  my  Sixth  Annual  Report  on  the  work  of 
the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

Owing  to  the  need  for  economy  this  Report  has  been  curtailed. 
It  will  be  seen,  however,  that  although  work  of  a  routine  character 
was  interfered  with  owing  to  the  War  and  the  period  of  emergency 
which  preceded  it,  much  useful  work  was  accomplished.  The 
Report  does  not  include  any  account  of  the  duties  which  were 
carried  out  in  connection  with  Civil  Defence. 

I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  JANES, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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Infectious  Diseases  and  Disinfection. 

During  the  year,  232  visits  of  enquiry  have  been  made  in 
connection  with  cases  of  infectious  disease.  One  hundred  and 
twenty  library  books  found' in  infected  houses  have  been  disinfected 
by  formalin  vapour  and  returned  to  the  libraries  from  which  they 
had  been  borrowed. 

The  Table  on  page  55  shows  the  number  of  rooms  disinfected 
and  the  articles  dealt  with  at  the  Corporation  Steam  Disinfecting 
Station.  This  includes  disinfection  of  bedding,  etc.,  carried  out 
on  behalf  of  the  Dorking  and  Horley  Rural  District  Council. 


Verminous  Houses. 

During  the  year  24  houses  were  disinfested  owing  to  the 
presence  of  bugs,  compared  with  18  houses  in  1938  ;  nine  of  the 
houses  were  owned  by  the  Corporation.  The  furniture  and  effects 
of  seven  families  were  disinfested  prior  to  removal  to  Council  houses. 
Four  houses  (including  one  Council  house)  infested  by  fleas  were 
also  dealt  with. 


Slaughterhouses  and  Knacker’s  Yard. 

Occupiers  of  such  premises  were  made  acquainted  with  the 
relevant  provisions  of  the  Foods  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  prior  to  its 
coming  into  force  on  1st  October,  1939,  and  by  personal  interview 
were  informed  of  the  standard  of  construction,  equipment,  etc., 
which  it  was  intended  to  submit  to  the  Council  for  its  guidance 
when  considering  applications  for  licences.  Agreement  had  been 
reached  with  the  occupiers  on  the  structural  alterations  necessary 
to  conform  to  the  suggested  standard,  which  would  have  resulted 
in  considerable  improvement  of  slaughtering  facilities.  Un¬ 
fortunately,  conditions  arising  as  a  result  of  the  outbreak  of  war 
made  extensive  structural  alterations  impracticable,  and  licences 
were  granted  unconditionally  to  the  occupiers  of  12  slaughter¬ 
houses  and  1  knacker’s  yard  for  the  statutory  period.  It  was 
explained  to  the  occupiers  that  this  procedure  would  be  adopted 
for  the  duration  of  the  War,  after  which  time  the  position  would 
be  reviewed  in  the  light  of  existing  circumstances. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  year  information  was  received 
in  the  Department  that,  in  connection  with  the  Government 
scheme  for  meat  distribution,  it  was  proposed  to  centralise  slaught¬ 
ering  in  the  Borough  and  surrounding  districts,  and  that  three 
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slaughterhouses  at  Redhill  and  Reigate  had  been  selected  for  that 
purpose.  As  one  of  these  slaughterhouses  would  not  normally 
have  been  recommended  for  a  licence  under  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act  and  appeared  in  every  way  to  be  unsuitable,  representations 
to  that  effect  were  made  to  the  responsible  Ministry  of  Food  officials. 
As  a  result,  four  of  the  most  suitable  slaughterhouses  were  eventually 
selected  and  requisitioned  by  the  Ministry,  and  centralised 
slaughtering  commenced  under  Government  control  early  in  1940. 


Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924. 

Inspection  of  meat  at  slaughterhouses  and  butchers'  shops 
was  maintained  despite  abnormal  conditions.  Visits  to  slaughter¬ 
houses  for  this  purpose  numbered  1,758.  Thirty-one  notifications 
were  received  from  butchers  of  occasional  or  emergency  slaughtering. 

Soon  after  the  outbreak  of  War  meat  traders  were  undoubtedly 
working  under  difficult  conditions,  but  on  several  occasions  meat 
of  doubtful  quality  wTas  discovered  in  shop  refrigerators,  and  there 
was  some  evidence  that  it  was  being  sold  in  such  products  as  minced 
meat  and  sausages.  This  undesirable  practice  was  checked  promptly 
and  successfully  by  a  written  warning  to  all  meat  traders  and,  in 
one  case,  a  formal  seizure  and  condemnation  of  a  pig’s  pluck 
affected  with  tuberculosis  and  a  chicken  in  a  state  of  decomposition 
found  in  a  butcher’s  refrigerator.  After  considering  a  report  on 
this  case,  the  Focal  Authority  decided  not  to  prosecute,  as  it  was 
felt  that  the  public  were  sufficiently  protected  by  the  action  which 
had  already  been  taken. 

The  following  is  a  record  of  the  animals  slaughtered,  and  of 
the  carcases,  offals,  etc.,  which  were  surrendered  and  destroyed 
in  consequence  of  inspection 
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Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


C  attle, 
excluding 
Cows. 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs. 

Pigs . 

Number  killed 

419 

22 

456 

2,565 

2,745 

Number  inspected 

419 

22 

456 

2,565 

2,745 

Arc  Diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  : — 
Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned  . 

1 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

54 

2 

4 

12 

59 

Percentage  of  the  num¬ 
ber  inspected  affected 
with  disease  other 
than  tuberculosis 

12.89% 

9.09% 

1.10% 

0.47% 

2.19% 

Tuberculosis  only — 
Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned  . 

2 

- 

1 

- 

7 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

17 

9 

_ _ 

- 
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Percentage  of  the  num¬ 
ber  inspected  affected 
with  tuberculosis 

4.53% 

40.91% 

0.22% 

0.00% 

2.48% 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. 

Renewals  of  annual  licences  were  granted  to  29  slaughtermen, 
whilst  one  new  licence  was  issued. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926. 

The  entries  in  the  registers  required  to  be  kept  in  accordance 
with  the  Order  and  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (Amendment)  Act,  1922, 
may  be  summarised  as  follows  : — 

Cowkeepers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  16 

Dairymen  and  Retail  Purveyors,  with  premises  in  the 

Borough  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  15 

Retail  Purveyors,  with  premises  outside  the  Borough  16 
Retail  Purveyors — bottled  milk  only  sold  in  general  shops  11 
Cowsheds  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  17 

Dairies  (including  3  milkshops)  .  .  . .  19 

Unsatisfactory  conditions  at  a  dairy  caused  by  bad  manage¬ 
ment  and  slackness  on  the  part  of  employees  engaged  in  bottling 
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milk  and  cleansing  utensils  were  reported  to  the  Public  Health 
Committee.  A  considerable  improvement  was  effected  and  main¬ 
tained  following  a  warning  given  to  the  dairyman  by  the  Committee 
at  a  personal  interview. 

Structural  alterations  of  a  cowshed  were  made,  prior  to  the 
grant  of  an  Accredited  Licence  by  the  County  Council.  At  the 
end  of  the  year  two  producers  were  in  receipt  of  licences  to  produce 
Tuberculin  Tested  milk  and  seven  for  the  production  of  Accredited 
milk. 


Bacteriological  Examination  of  Milk. 

A  detailed  report  on  97  samples  of  milk  taken  in  1939  is  given 
in  the  report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Tuberculosis  Order,  1938. 

During  1939,  eight  cows  from  herds  in  the  Borough  were 
dealt  with  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture. 


Diseases  of  Animals  Acts  Disinfection. 

Disinfection  of  vehicles  continued  to  be  carried  out  at  the 
Redhill  Market  each  Monday  during  the  year. 


Food  Shops,  Storage,  etc. 

The  Register  of  Food  premises  now  includes  the  following  : 
Grocers,  etc. 

Butchers,  etc. 

Fruiterers  and  Greengrocers 
Fishmongers  and  Fish-fryers 
Confectioners  (where  ice-cream  is  sold) 

Restaurants,  Cafes,  etc.  (includes  25  ice-cream 
premises) 


86 

42 

45 

27 

88 

42 


Publichy  was  given  to  the  provisions  of  Section  14  of  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  which  came  into  force  on  1st  October,  1939. 
Forty  applications  were  received  for  registration  of  premises  used  in 
connection  with  the  preparation  or  manufacture  of  preserved  food, 
and  3  applications  were  received  in  respect  of  the  manufacture  or 
sale  of  ice-cream.  Owing  to  conditions  caused  by  the  War,  it  was 
found  impracticable  to  insist  on  certain  structural  alterations  to 
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premises  which  would  normally  have  been  required  prior  to 
registration,  but  all  applicants  were  required  to  provide  such 
equipment  or  facilities,  e.g.,  a  supply  of  hot  and  cold  water,  clean 
towels,  etc.,  as  would  enable  a  reasonable  standard  of  cleanliness 
to  be  maintained.  Applicants  were  informed  that  such  registration 
would  apply  for  the  duration  of  the  war  only. 

The  following  inspections  of  food  premises  were  made  during 
the  year  : — 

Food  Premises,  general  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  115 

Ice-cream  Premises  .  .  .  .  .  .  24 

Preserved  Food  Premises  .  .  .  .  .  .  71 

In  September,  1939,  a  Fish  Distribution  Depot  was  established 
for  a  few  weeks  only  at  premises  at  Redhill,  in  connection  with 
the  Government  scheme  for  the  decentralisation  of  fish  markets 
and  the  closing  of  the  Billingsgate  Market.  At  the  request  of  the 
Depot  Superintendent  and  the  Chief  Inspector  of  the  Fishmongers 
Company,  assistance  was  given  in  the  matter  of  fish  inspection, 
the  disposal  of  condemned  fish  and  general  cleansing  of  the 
Market. 

The  following  foodstuffs  were  surrendered  and  destroyed 
during  1939  : — 

Imported  Beef  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  76  lbs. 

Haddock  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  28  lbs. 

Sprats  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  42  lbs. 


Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act,  1928. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

(E.  Hinks,  Esq.,  B.Sc.,  F.I.C.,  Public  Analyst). 

After  the  passing  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  application 
was  made  to  the  Minister  of  Health  under  Section  64  of  the  Act 
for  a  direction  that  the  Reigate  Borough  Council  should,  in  lieu 
of  the  Surrey  County  Council,  continue  to  be  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Authority  as  respects  the  Borough  of  Reigate.  Following  a  visit 
of  inspection  by  a  Medical  Officer  of  the  Ministry  in  June,  1939, 
the  Minister  of  Health  granted  the  application. 

Details  of  the  samples  taken  and  submitted  to  the  Public 
Analyst  during  the  year  are  given  in  the  following  Table  : — 
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Samples 

Taken. 

Foodstuffs. 

First 

quarter. 

Second 

quarter. 

Third 
q  liar  ter. 

Fourth 

quarter. 

Total. 

Genuine. 

Adulter¬ 

ated. 

Baking  Powder 

— 

5 

— 

— 

5 

5 

— 

Brawn  .  . 

— 

5 

_ 

5 

5 

— 

Butter  .  . 

4 

1 

— 

6 

11 

11 

— 

Bard 

6 

_ 

— 

— 

6 

6 

— 

Margarine 

2 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

Milk  .  .  .  . 

18 

7 

— 

26 

51 

47 

4 

Sausages,  Beef 

— 

4 

— 

2 

6 

6 

— 

,,  Pork 

— 

2 

— 

4 

6 

6 

— 

Gin . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

Whiskey 

Bleach  Oint- 

— 

— 

— 

3 

3 

3 

ment .  . 

— 

-- 

— 

4 

4 

1 

3 

Glycerine 

— 

4 

1 

— 

5 

5 

— 

Tinct.  Iodine 
Ammon.  Tinct. 

— 

2 

2 

2 

Quinine 

— 

— 

4 

4 

3 

1 

Totau 

30 

25 

6 

50 

111 

103 

8 

Three  of  the  milk  samples  adversely  reported  upon  were 
deficient  in  milk  fat  to  the  extent  of  7%  (in  2  cases)  and  5%.  The 
deficiency  was  found  to  be  due  to  insufficient  mixing  of  milk  at  the 
place  of  production.  The  fourth  sample  was  reported  deficient  in 
milk  solids  other  than  milk  fat  to  the  extent  of  5  per  cent.  The 
supply  in  question  was  proved  to  be  milk  of  poor  quality. 

Four  samples  of  bleach  ointment  were  taken  informally,  and 
the  Analyst  reported  that  in  three  of  them  the  available  chlorine 
content  was  10.6  per  cent.,  9.6  per  cent.,  and  8.1  per  cent., 
respectively.  He  was  of  opinion  that  the  available  chlorine  content 
of  ointment  when  sold  should  not  fall  much  below  15  per  cent.  A 
letter  was  sent  to  all  local  chemists  drawing  attention  to  this 
matter. 

A  sample  of  ammoniated  tincture  of  quinine  taken  informally 
was  reported  to  be  slightly  deficient  in  ammonia.  The  vendor 
in  this  case  was  cautioned,  and  existing  stocks  were  withdrawn 
from  sale. 

Bakehouses. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  on  the  Register  was  30,  19 
being  with  mechanical  power,  7  without  mechanical  power,  and 
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4  retail  bakehouses.  This  figure  is  one  more  than  in  1938.  Seventy- 
one  visits  of  inspection  were  made. 

Merchandise  Marks  Act,  1926. 

Sixty-eight  inspections  were  made  of  food  premises  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  Orders-in-Council  made  under  the  above-named 
Act.  It  was  necessary  to  give  a  written  caution  to  a  butcher 
for  failing  to  observe  the  Order  relating  to  the  marking  of  meat. 

Shops  Act,  1934. 

The  Register  of  shops  affected  by  the  Act  now  contains  par¬ 
ticulars  of  453  premises  ;  14  of  these  were  recorded  in  1939.  In 
addition  to  this  number  of  inspections,  7  re-inspections  were  made. 

At  one  shop  an  additional  W.C.  and  washing  facilities  were 
installed  in  order  to  secure  separate  sanitary  accommodation  for 
the  sexes  employed. 


Public  Health  Act,  1936 — Offices. 

An  additional  six  premises  were  added  to  the  Register,  which 
at  the  end  of  the  year  contained  particulars  of  29  offices.  Im¬ 
mediately  after  the  commencement  of  the  War,  many  premises 
were  taken  by  firms  evacuating  from  London,  and  converted  to 
use  as  offices.  Owing  to  pressure  of  other  duties  it  has  not  been 
possible  to  proceed  with  a  systematic  inspection  of  office  premises. 


The  Factories  Act,  1937. 

The  Table  appended  shows  in  detail  the  various  trades  that 
come  within  the  scope  of  the  Act.  During  the  year  104  inspections 
were  made.  In  addition,  14  inspections  were  made  in  company 
with  the  Chief  Officer  of  the  Fire  Brigade  in  connection  with 
Section  34  (Means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire).  Thirteen  certificates 
were  issued  by  the  Council  in  accordance  with  that  Section,  and  in 
one  case  a  certificate  was  refused  on  the  grounds  that  the  premises 
were  unsuitable  for  the  purpose  for  which  they  were  being  used, 
and  that  the  conditions  constituted  a  danger  to  the  employees. 
The  occupier  of  this  factory  then  moved  his  business  to  more 
suitable  premises. 

Seven  lists  of  outworkers  were  received,  affecting  six  out¬ 
workers. 
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Business . 


Advertisement  Artists... 
Agricultural  Implement  Works.  . 
Art  Leather  Worker 
Art  Needleworker 
Automobile  Engineers.  . 

Bakers 
Book  Binder 

Boot  Makers  and  Repairers 
Brick  Makers,  etc. 

Builders  and  Contractors 

Cab  net  Makers  and  Upholsterers 

Carpet  Beaters 

Carton  Manufacturers 

Coach  Builders  and  Wheelwrights 

Cycle  Makers  and  Repairers 

Dairyman 

Dressmakers  and  Milliners 

Dry  Cleaners 

Electrical  Engineers 

Engineers 

French  Polishers 

Gas  Works 

Interior  Decorations 

J  am  and  Essence  Makers 

Laundries 

Log  Sawing 

Marquee  Manufacturers 
Mineral  Water  Manufacturers 
Monumental  Masons 
Oil  Refining 

Photographers  and  Picture  Frame 
Makers 

Pianoforte  Repairers  .  . 

Plumbers 

Polish  Powder  Manufacturers 
Portable  Building  do. 

Printers 

Road  and  Sewer  Contractors 
Saddlers 

Sheet  Metal  Workers 
Shoeing  and  General  Smiths 
Shop  Fitters  . . 

Sign  Writer 

Tailors 

Tanner 

Tennis  Racquet  Manufacturer  .  . 
Timber  Merchants 
Tile  Making 
Undertakers  . . 

Vulcanising  and  Cycle  Repair 

Watchmakers 

Wax  Refining  Works 

Totals  . . 


j 

No 

Mechanical 

Mechanical 

Power. 

Power. 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

9 

15 

10 

18 

li 

— 

i 

8 

12 

1 

— 

2 

18 

4 

8 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

4 

1 

— 

— 

12 

1 

2 

1 

2 

3 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

3 

6 

2 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

1 

3 

l 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

7 

1 

— 

1 

1 

7 

2 

1 

1 

— 

4 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

12 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

— 

1 

— 

5 

1 

— 

m  !  l  a  a 

91  144 
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Housing. 

During  1939,  182  houses  were  inspected  and  recorded  under 
the  Housing  Act,  1936,  and  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations, 
1925.  Routine  housing  inspections  were  suspended  at  the  outbreak 
of  hostilities.  The  accompanying  Table  sets  out  particulars  of 
the  conditions  found  on  inspection,  which  have  been  extracted 
from  the  records  made.  The  houses  dealt  with  included  the 
following  : — 

Reigate  : — - 

Albion  Road  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  17 

Allingham  Road  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  1 

Cornfield  Road.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  53 

Holmesdale  Road  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Oakhill  Road  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  13 

Warren  Road  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Redhiel  : — 

Cromwell  Road  . .  . .  .  .  9 

Horley  Road  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  6 

South  Street  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  8 

Tower  Street  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  6 

Warwick  Road.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Warwick  Terrace  .  .  .  .  .  .  8 

Wilton  Road  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  7 

Merstham  : — - 

Endsleigh  Road  .  .  .  .  .  .  32 

Manor  Road  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  15 

Quality  Street  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 


Total  . .  182 


Table  showing  Conditions  found  on  Inspection  in  accordance 
with  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  and  1932. 

Houses  inspected  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  182 

Rooms  measured  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  1,028 

Houses  occupied  by  one  family  .  .  .  .  .  .  158 

Houses  occupied  by  one  family  and  lodgers  .  .  .  .  7 

Houses  sub-let  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12 

Houses  unoccupied  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  5 

Number  of  Houses  in  which  the  following  Items  of  Disrepair  or 
Sanitary  Defects  were  discovered  : — 
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Disrepair. 


Roofs  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  40 

Chimney  stacks  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  33 

Gutters  and  stackpipes  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  32 

External  walls  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  43 

Internal  walls  and  ceilings — 

Defective  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  58 

Dirty  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  65 

Floors  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  45 

Skirting  boards  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  7 

Doors  and  door  frames  and  sills  .  .  .  .  .  .  15 

Windows — 

Woodwork  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  26 

Sash  cords  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  18 

Putty  and  glazing  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12 

Fittings  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  13 

Fixing  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  11 

Ranges  and  firegrates  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  27 

Staircases  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  22 

Sanitary  Defects. 

Air  Space 

Ventilation  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Sub-floor  ventilation  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  8 

Darkness  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  14 

Dampness  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  55 

Water  supply  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Food  Store  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  13 

Closet  accommodation— 

Compartment  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  5 

Fittings  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  22 

Absence  of  suitable  accommodation 
Sink — 

Defective  or  insanitary  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  18 

Untrapped  waste  pipe  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  60 

Storage  of  house  refuse  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12 

Drainage — 

Pipes  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  12 

Manholes,  interceptors,  gullies,  F.A.I’s.,  etc.  .  .  .  .  16 

Insufficient  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  7 

Insufficient  ventilation  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  16 

Drains  blocked  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  — 

Washing  accommodation  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  14 
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30 


Yard  paving — 

Defective  or  improperly  drained  surface 
Insufficient 

The  above  figures  include  re-inspections  of  houses  inspected 
under  the  Housing  Regulations. 

In  addition,  130  houses  were  inspected  wholly  or  partially  on 
complaint  or  for  some  special  reason,  e.g.,  during  enquiries  into 
cases  of  infectious  disease. 

Complaints. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  complaints  received  during 
the  year.  All  complaints  which  can  be  dealt  with  by  the  Depart¬ 
ment  are  investigated  immediately  and  suitable  action  taken. 
Others  are  referred  to  the  appropriate  Department. 


Insanitary  condition  of  premises 

•  •  •  • 

.  .  34 

House  drainage 

.  .  .  . 

.  .  18 

Defective  dustbins 

•  •  •  • 

.  .  5 

Non-removal  of  house  refuse 

•  •  •  • 

. .  31 

Non-removal  of  trade  refuse 

•  •  •  • 

1 

Overcrowding 

•  •  •  • 

4 

Rats  or  mice 

«  •  .  • 

.  .  82 

Smells  emanating  from  sewers  and  street  gullies 

. .  9 

Cesspool  emptying 

•  •  •  • 

.  .  6 

Vermin 

•  •  •  • 

8 

Miscellaneous 

. .  30 

Total  . .  228 


Notices  Issued  and  Action  taken. 

The  following  Table  is  a  statement  of  the  notices  dealt  with 
during  the  year  : — 


Preliminary — 

Housing. 

Others. 

Outstanding  on  1st  January,  1939 

.  .  110 

44 

Issued  during  year 

.  .  116 

56 

Complied  with  during  year 

.  .  93 

82 

Statutory  action  necessary 

1 

— 

Outstanding  on  31st  December,  1939 
Statutory — 

.  .  132 

18 

Outstanding  on  1st  January,  1939 

.  .  — 

— 

Issued  dining  year 

.  .  — 

3 

Complied  with  during  year 

.  .  — 

2 

Outstanding  on  31st  December,  1939 

.  .  ■ — 

1 
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Of  the  Housing  Notices  outstanding  at  the  end  of  the  year, 

2  were  time  unexpired,  and  in  76  cases  the  work  was  in  hand  or 
partly  complied  with. 

The  above  Table  of  Notices  does  not  include  notices  issued 
under  Section  11,  Housing  Act,  1936. 

Nuisances  Abated,  Defects  Remedied,  etc. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  carried  out  during 
the  year  in  consequence  of  the  service  of  notices  calling  for  the 
abatement  of  nuisances,  or  the  remedying  of  defects  found  during 
housing  inspections.  The  list  also  includes  drainage  works  super¬ 
vised  following  notice  by  builders  of  intention  to  reconstruct  or 
repair  existing  drains. 

Drains  examined  and  tested  (primary  inspections  only)  .  .  168 
Drains  relaid  .  .  .  .  .  .  •  •  33 

New  lengths  drain  laid  .  .  •  •  •  •  .  .  20 

Blocked  drains  cleared  .  .  •  •  •  •  16 

Interceptors  fixed  .  .  .  .  •  •  •  •  .  .  8 

New  soil  and  vent,  pipes  fixed  .  .  .  .  13 

Soil  and  vent,  pipes  renewed.  .  ..  .  •  ..10 

Drain  ventilation  improved  .  .  .  .  •  •  35 

New  W.C.’s  installed  .  .  .  .  •  •  8 

W.C.  apparatus  renewed  or  repaired  .  .  .  .  37 

W.C.  flushing  cisterns  ditto  .  .  .  .  .  .  7 

Hand-flushed  W.C.’s  provided  with  flushing  apparatus  .  . 
Cesspools  provided  or  enlarged  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

,,  repaired  or  renewed  .  .  .  .  .  .  6 

,,  abolished  .  .  .  .  •  •  7 

Existing  house  drains  connected  to  public  sewer  .  .  11 

Cesspools  cleansed  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  13 

New  lavatory  basins  installed  .  .  .  .  .  .  6 

Bavatory  basins  renewed  .  .  .  .  .  .  5 

Sinks  renewed  or  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  •  13 

Waste  pipes  trapped  or  repaired  .  .  .  .  52 

Sink  gully  dishings  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  •  12 

Pail  closets  abolished  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Urinals  reconstructed 

Urinals  cleansed  .  .  .  •  .  .  •  •  2 

Sanitary  dustbins  provided  .  .  .  .  •  .  31 

Beaky  roofs  repaired  .  .  .  .  •  •  35 

Eaves  gutters  and  stack  pipes  repaired  .  .  26 

Back  yards  paved  or  repaired  .  .  .  .  33 
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Dampness  remedied,  . .  .  .  . .  80 

Damp-proof  courses  provided  .  .  .  .  28 

Pointing,  or  otherwise  weatherproofing,  of  brickwork 

(houses)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  34 

Ventilation  and  light  of  rooms  improved  .  .  .  .  9 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  W.C.  chambers  improved  .  .  4 

Public  Water  Supply  laid  on  to  houses 
,,  ,,  ,,  re-instated 

Water  supply  pipes  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

,,  ,,  ,,  improved  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Sub-floor  ventilation  improved  .  .  .  .  22 

External  paintwork  of  houses  renewed  .  .  .  .  5 

Internal  paintwork  of  rooms  renewed  . .  .  .  14 

Rooms  cleansed  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  165 

Ceilings  cleansed  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  35 

W.C.  chambers  cleansed  .  .  .  .  .  .  22 

Cellars  cleansed  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed  .  .  .  .  .  .  72 

Plastering  of  walls  and  ceilings  repaired  .  .  46 

Window  frames  or  sashcords  repaired  .  .  63 

Doors  repaired  or  renewed  .  .  .  .  .  .  19 

Fireplaces  renewed  or  repaired  .  .  .  .  21 

Coppers  renewed  or  repaired  .  .  .  .  10 

Washing  accommodation  provided 

Food-stores  provided  .  .  . .  .  .  2 

Overcrowding  suppressed  .  .  .  .  .  .  *  2 

Manure  receptacles  renewed  or  repaired  .  .  .  .  1 

Accumulations  removed  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Animals  or  poultry  improperly  kept 

Other  nuisances  abated  .  .  .  .  .  .  61 

Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919. 

During  1939,  82  complaints  from  61  dwelling  houses  and  21 
business  premises  of  the  presence  of  rats  or  mice  were  investigated 
by  the  Asr  istant  Rat  Officer  ;  in  5  cases  the  premises  complained 
of  were  found  not  to  be  infested.  In  61  instances  applications 
were  received  from  occupiers  for  assistance  in  the  work  of  des¬ 
truction.  This  assistance  resulted  in  55  premises  being  cleared  of 
rats,  while  at  6  others  work  was  in  hand  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
Apart  from  the  work  actually  carried  out  by  the  Assistant  Rat 
Officer,  the  infestation  in  12  instances  was  successfully  dealt  with 
by  the  occupiers  themselves,  under  the  direction  of  this  Officer. 
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An  occupier  failed  to  comply  with  a  Statutory  Notice  issued 
in  1938,  and  it  was  therefore  necessary  to  carry  out  the  work  of 
destruction  in  default.  This  was  done  at  a  cost  of  ten  guineas 
which  was  recovered  from  the  occupier. 

The  above  figures  do  not  include  work  carried  out  on  Corpor¬ 
ation  property.  The  control  of  infestation  at  the  Sewage  Disposal 
Works  and  Farm  has  continued  throughout  the  year  with  satis¬ 
factory  results.  Useful  work  of  destruction  was  carried  out  at 
5  local  farms  during  threshing  operations,  -under  the  supervision 
of  the  Assistant  Rat  Officer. 

Fortnightly  visits  of  inspection  continued  to  be  made  to  the 
St.  Anne’s  Institution,  Redhill,  under  an  arrangement  made  with 
the  Public  Assistance  Committee. 

The  amount  received  in  payment  for  the  Officer’s  services  has 
been  equivalent  to  approximately  sixty  per  cent,  of  his  salary. 


Public  Mortuaries. 

During  the  year  bodies  have  been  deposited  at  the  Mortuaries 


for  the  following  purposes  : — 

Post-mortem 

Post-mortem 

examination  Inquest. 

examination.  Convenience. 

and  Inquest. 

Reigate. .  1  — 

28  — 

Merstham  2  — 

1  — 
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